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MEDIA RELEASE

March, 2010
For immediate release

The Timely Death of 
Victor Blott
Co-presented by Metro Arts and Dead Puppet Society
Metro Arts
The Independents 2010
WED 5 – SAT 22 MAY
Tim Burton meets Pinocchio to create a magical gothic tale
Brisbane performance collective, Dead Puppet Society, will take puppetry to a dark, new, twisted, magical gothic place when THE TIMELY DEATH OF VICTOR BLOTT opens 5-22 May as part of Metro Arts’ The Independents 2010. 
THE TIMELY DEATH OF VICTOR BLOTT is a gothic fairytale for adults, combining live performance with puppetry to create an incredibly moving story about a boy born without a heartbeat who just wants to be loved.

Puppetry for adults is nothing new to Brisbane audiences with Avenue Q recently blowing away audiences with their “grown-up” puppets.
The delicate and expressive puppets created for THE TIMELY DEATH OF VICTOR BLOTT whisk the audience away on a journey into the fractured and fantastic world of Victor Blott and his family.
By combining live performance with puppetry, fantasy and reality are fused together, taking the audience away to dark and magical place that could almost be real.

The young and exciting performance collective consisting of David Morton (THE GAP), Elizabeth Millington (RED HILL), Natasha Pizzica (RANSOME) and Nicholas Paine (RED HILL) are committed to creating magical tales through puppetry.

“Puppets bring a sense of magic to a show, I like the contradiction of their impossible life,” says Dead Puppet Society co-founder David Morton.
“We are a young and inspired team and are hoping to inspire kids of all ages, from five to 95 years old” says co-creator Nicolas Paine.

Pursuing a career as a puppeteer seems to have been a fate decided a long time ago for David Morton. “I was totally obsessed with plush toys as a kid and I still can’t throw them away”, he says. 
WHAT:


THE TIMELY DEATH OF VICTOR BLOTT
DATES:

WED 5 – SAT 22 MAY
OFFICIAL OPENING:
WED 5 MAY @ 6:30PM

WHERE:

METRO ARTS :: SUE BENNER THEATRE :: 109 Edward St, Brisbane

INFO + BOOKINGS:
07 + 3002 7100 :: www.metroarts.com.au
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES

David Morton
David Morton is a theatre maker with an interest in the contemporary use of performing objects and puppetry in performance. He is currently a PhD CandateIn 2008 he completed a Bachelor of Creative Industries (Drama) through Queensland University of Technology (QUT) and in 2009 was awarded First Class Honours in the same faculty. In 2007, he worked as an assistant to the production manager of the Brisbane Writers Festival, and was a co-creator and devisor of the The Lampshade Project (tilt) that was performed at Backbone Youth Arts’ 2high Festival and the Woodford Folk Festival. In the same year he was assistant director to Shaun Charles on Woyzeck (QUT). In 2008 he performed in the first public reading of Touching in Public by Reilly Smethhurst (directed by Margi Brown-Ash) as a part of the Metro Arts Creative Development Festival, was Assistant Director to Benjamin Knapton on Rooms (Vena Cava Productions), and was invited back to the Brisbane Writers Festival as Assistant Production Manager. In the beginning of 2009 David was a founding member of Dead Puppet Society. His credits with the company in 2009 include Little Grey Wolf (writing and performance - Brisbane Festival’s UNDER THE RADAR), The Timely Death of Victor Blott (writing and direction – QUT), Victor Blott – A Desire to Rot (performance – Short+Sweet). In 2010 he co-wrote and directed a new version of Little Grey Wolf for the Adelaide Fringe and is currently rewriting the Timely Death of Victor Blott for Metro Independents that he will direct later this year. 
Amelia Dowd
Amelia graduated with a BTA from USQ in 2007 with honours. Since graduating, she has performed with several Brisbane theatre companies, including Hermes Goes Environmental (Queensland Arts Council Touring), Inmates, Picnic Playreadings, The Perfect 10, 10x10 (The Emerge Project), A Midsummer Night's Dream(Harvest Rain Theatre Company), Nana Cafe (Oscar Theatre Company), Scoop (She Said Productions) That Face and The Crucible (Queensland Theatre Company) and most recently Something to Declare (Actors for Refugees). Amelia has also worked with Playwriting Australia and Queensland Theatre Company in creative development and performed in advertisements and short films including the BIFF nominated The Prams (Parry Leader Films). 

Anna Straker
Anna Straker has just commenced her final year of study of the Creative Industries Drama course at QUT, she has also had training with the NIDA Young Actors Studio one year course in 2008 and Backbone Youth Arts classes at Metro Arts. Anna has had extensive experience as a performer in numerous theatrical productions ranging widely from traditional to contemporary works, prominent ones being “The Waste Land” by T.S. Eliot, directed by David Fenton (2008), “Pro – Stasis” (2008 & 2009) directed by Thomas Quirk for Under the Radar, Brisbane Festival, “Some Like it Coconut” directed by Amy – Clare McCarthy, July 2009 Fresh Blood season, various children’s theatre productions at the Twelfth Night Theatre, and David Morton’s QUT 2009 honours production of “The Timely Death of Victor Blott”. This year Anna will be assistant director to Sean Mee’s QUT Fine Arts Acting graduate production “Attempts on Her Life” and performing in “Limbus” for the QUT Vena Cava, Fresh Blood season in April. 
2/4
---Continued from Page Two ---
Chris Vernon
Chris has a Bachor of Theatre Arts (Acting) from USQ. Chris's USQ performance credits include The Crucible (Giles Corey), Mother Courage and Her Children (Cook), Mad Forest (Bogdan), Emma (Henry Woodhouse), MacBeth and The Comedy of Errors. Since graduating Chris' performance credits include: The Pillowman (Michal) 23rd Productions/!Metro Arts Independents, Much Ado About Nothing (Conrade) 4MBS Shakespeare on Oxford Festival, Something to Declare (Reader/Producer) 4Change/Actors For Refugees; and various plays and pieces for festivals such as 10X10 (Emerge Project), Short+Sweet, 2High (Backbone), Woodford Folk Festival (Disturbia - 2009/10) and the 2010 National Play Festival. Chris has toured extensively with theatre-in-education shows.  Chris is active within Oz Showbiz Cares/Equity Fights AIDS and is proud to be a member of the Media Entertainment and Arts Alliance.
Elizabeth Millington
Elizabeth graduated from the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art in 2002 and studied Fine Arts Acting at the Moscow National Theatre Institute (2002–2004). She has been trained in opera at the Moscow Conservatorium (2002) and performed in over 14 productions at the Salon Varieties Theatre (Spain). Since arriving in Brisbane, Elizabeth has trained with FRANK Theatre and performed in a number of works such as Kabaret directed by Norman Price (2005), Amadeus (2005), Gone to Earth directed by Margi Brown-Ash (2007), Boat directed by Wesley Enoch (2007), Rooms directed by Ben Knapton (2008), The Timely Death Of Victor Blott directed by David Morton (2009), and little grey wolf with Dead Puppet Society for Brisbane Festival Under the Radar (2009). She has also directed and co-created works for Metro Arts, the Woodford Folk Festival, the Adelaide Fringe Festival, Brisbane Powerhouse and QPAC. 
Natasha Pizzica
Natasha-Rose Pizzica is an emerging producer and artist from Brisbane. In 2008 Natasha graduated from the Queensland University of Technology with a Bachelor of Creative Industries majoring in drama and a Bachelor of Education majoring in secondary drama and film and television. Natasha has had both performance and production experiences with many professional theatre companies including; Barking Gecko Theatre Company, KITE Program, Imaginary Theatre and Markwell Presents. Natasha uses her knowledge of the arts and education to provide young people with unique dramatic experiences through workshops and artist in residencies. Natasha also works as Captain Starlight for the Starlight Children’s Foundation, using the arts to distract and entertain seriously ill children. Currently Natasha is collaboratively producing and coordinating a number of works as well as education programs for newly formed company Dead Puppet Society.

Nicholas Paine
Nicholas is a young producer of theatre and festivals in Brisbane. He has joined Backbone Youth Arts in the role of Administrator after completing a Bachelor of Creative Industries (Drama) in 2009 at Queensland University of Technology; he is currently completing his Masters of Creative Industries (Creative Production and Arts Management), also at QUT.

Nicholas has worked as a Project Assistant on Brisbane Festival’s Under the Radar (2009) and was the Associate Artistic Director of Vena Cava Productions (2009); he has also worked for Imaginary Theatre as Project and Marketing Coordinator (2009) and was a Market Researcher for the Brisbane Writers Festival (2008). Nicholas is a founding member of Dead Puppet Society, a Brisbane based company that makes Australian gothic theatre, and continues to work as their Producer.
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Courtney Stewart
Courtney is an emerging dancer, actor and performer from Brisbane, who has trained in dance for the past 15 years, and completed a Bachelor of Creative Industries majoring in Drama and Dance at QUT in 2008. Last year Courtney launched the performance collective “SexyKnickers”, who were engaged by Metro Arts and BackBone Youth Arts for performances as part of the FreeRange, Valley Fiesta and the 2High Festival at the Powerhouse. Courtney also performed in Tashi for Imaginary Theatre Brisbane Powerhouse as part of Brisbane Festival 2009. In 2010 SexyKnickers will present a new performance work at Metro Arts. In June/July Courtney will again take on the role of Tashi in The Tashi Stories for a season at the Brisbane Powerhouse before going on a 10 week Australian tour with the show.
Kieran Law
Kieran Law is an emerging artist based in Brisbane and is drawn towards physical, aesthetically rich works that give the audience deep gut reactions.  He recently graduated from the performance studies course at QUT and during his time there he supplemented his studies with training in the Suzuki actor training method through Frank Theatre as well as in other physical performance forms on offer in Brisbane.  Recent works include co-devised production Transverse Fracture of the First Metacarpal, The Truth About Kookaburras written and directed by Sven Swenson, To Have done with the Judgment of God directed by Jacqui Carrol, and Several Words Associated with Revenge directed by Daniel Santangeli as part of the Metro Arts Independents program 2008.
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