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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 28 APRIL 09

Queensland playwright debuts provocative ‘who-dunnit’

THE TRUTH ABOUT KOOKABURRAS

Written and directed by Sven Swenson

20 May to 6 June 2009

Part of Metro Arts Independents 2009

With social debate raging about footballers’ off-field behaviour and moral aptitude it is timely that Queensland playwright Sven Swenson explores 21st Century masculinity in his most provocative work to date – The Truth About Kookaburras debuts as part of Metro Arts Independents from 20 May to 6 June.

Employing time-shifts and merging realities to skew perceptions and build a finely woven, sophisticated mystery, The Truth About Kookaburras offers a fly-on-the-wall view of a buck’s night where booze, strippers and testosterone collide in the Gold Coast Kookaburra’s dressing sheds. 

A death and a bizarre secret the entire team is complicit in hiding provides a sinister undercurrent to the jocularity. 

Swenson is one of Australia’s most significant and daring playwrights and his new work is a rarity in today’s theatre landscape – a biting, socially relevant contemporary play with a ‘who-dunnit?’ twist performed by a large ensemble cast of 19.

In The Truth About Kookaburras, Swenson investigates the effects on male identity in the 21st century as inherent traits of traditional ‘manhood’ are met with societal disapproval and stifled by contemporary principles of behaviour.

Swenson says, “I knew this concept would make for a risky piece because it needed to take an unflinching and candid approach to what many would see as the unseemly side of male interaction within an environment where they are free from political-correctness.

“What better place to examine the nature of the contemporary alpha-male than the dressing sheds of a football club?  And what better situation than that curious rite-of-passage custom, the buck’s party?

“I am astounded at how little this custom has been explored in contemporary arts culture, especially as it has bountiful fodder for great drama, all within a time-honoured cultural norm.” 

Swenson chose the Metro Arts Independents Program as the ideal platform to mount the first production of his play, which requires a cast too large for a main-stage company. 

He has previously debuted new works at Metro Arts, including Heavenly Bodies and Beautiful Souls in 2006, which went on to be presented at The Beckett Theatre, New York and The Hudson Theatre, Los Angeles in 2007. Sven also wrote the screenplay for a short film of Beautiful Souls, now in post-production in Los Angeles.

With an epic reach to the writing, an ensemble cast of nineteen early-career and established actors and choreography by Brian Lucas, fight direction by Nigel Poulton, music and sound design by Phil Slade, lighting by Jason Glenwright, design by Tim Wallace and direction by Sven Swenson, The Truth about Kookaburras promises to be compelling and courageous theatre at its best.

Note: This production contains full-frontal nudity, coarse language. Themes may offend.
For media interviews, please contact Frances Frangenheim, Metro Arts 0414 510178 or frances@trillcreative.com 

The Truth About Kookaburras 

Season: 20 May to 6 June 2009, Wed – Sat 7:30pm

Opening: Wednesday 20 May 7:30pm

Preview: Tuesday 19 May 7:30pm 

Artist Talk: Wednesday 27 May – meet the cast and crew

Venue: Sue Benner Theatre, 109 Edward Street, Metro Arts Brisbane 

Tickets: Adult: $20/ Conc: $16/ Groups 10+ $12/ Preview: $12

Bookings: Online at www.metroarts.com.au or phone 07) 3002 7100

Playwright, director and actor: Sven Swenson

Assistant Director: Travis Dowling

Composer/Sound Designer: Phil Slade

Choreographer: Brian Lucas

Fight director: Nigel Poulton

Lighting Designer: Jason Glenwright

Cast in order of appearance: Biographies available upon request

Bones:
Tom McCosker  

Fonda: Sean Bowes

Toaster: Kieran Law  

Showbag: Kealan Clinton

Goony:
Don Burgess

Rowdy: Michael Deed

Mick: Peter Cossar 

Two-shoes: Callan Knight

Maggot: Jackson O’Sullivan

Woody: Daren King

Franger: Sebastian Wichne

Mondo:
Vanja Matula

Snowdome: Daniel Wilson

Noni/Delinda: Jo Thomas 

Sylvie: Jacki Mison  

Leon: Chris Baz  

Trudi: Katherine Kiorgaard

Tonia Bray: Lyn Fairlie

Peter/Graeme: Sven Swenson

Voice-overs: 

Todd Levi, Sven Swenson, Sue Dwyer, Vanja Matula 

ven Swenson biography

Sven Swenson has worked as an actor in theatre, film, television and radio, and has produced and directed extensively across a broad spectrum of theatrical styles.

As a playwright, Sven is well known for works within his interconnected series, The Sundial Plays, including Vertigo & the Virginia (Queensland Theatre Company, 1999) and his epic work Road to the She-Devil’s Salon, the inaugural winner of the Queensland Premier’s Drama Award (Queensland Theatre Company, 2003). Other writing highlights include In Lieu of Flowers (Queensland Theatre Company, 2001), and Heavenly Bodies and Beautiful Souls (Metro Arts 2006, The Beckett Theatre, New York, The Hudson Theatre, Los Angeles, 2007). Sven also wrote the screenplay for a short film of Beautiful Souls, now in post-production in Los Angeles.

Sven’s bitingly funny and deeply moving play Dangerfield Park was short-listed for the Queensland Premier’s Drama Award, and Wiredancer’s Waltz was showcased at the inaugural National Play Festival in Brisbane.

His arena musical, Bobcat Magic, was collaboration with composer John Rodgers and proved a highlight of the 2005 Queensland Music Festival. Sven was the executive producer of the musical’s independently released soundtrack. In May 2007, a developmental presentation of his musical, The Siren’s Kiss, was staged at The Judith Wright Centre. 

Sven is currently writing and directing a new work, The Truth about Kookaburras, an exploration of contemporary male gender politics, which will be presented by his company Pentimento Productions in the Sue Benner Theatre as part of the Metro Arts Independents Program in May 2009, and developing Dangerfield Park for presentation in early 2010.
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