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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

27 February 09

BRISBANE THEATRE DEBUT FOR ‘THE PILLOWMAN’, FOLLOWING ACCLAIMED SEASONS IN LONDON, NEW YORK, MELBOURNE, SYDNEY AND BEYOND

METRO ARTS INDEPENDENTS 2009

THE PILLOWMAN – 18 March to 4 April, Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts

Presented by Metro Arts Independents and 23rd Productions

www.metroarts.com.au
Metro Arts kicks off its 2009 Independents season with award-winning play, The Pillowman, described by the New York Times as, “Energizing…a blindingly bright black comedy,” and by the Sydney Morning Herald as “…brutal and brutally funny”. 

Opening 18 March at Metro Arts’ Sue Benner Theatre, The Pillowman was written by acclaimed playwright and film director, Martin McDonagh, a leading writer of his generation who collected numerous Best New Play awards for the piece, including the Olivier Award in London 2004; and for his new film, In Bruges, won the 2009 BAFTA for Best Original Screenplay and a nomination for an Academy Award.
After hearing glowing reports about The Pillowman, Brisbane producers, Kathryn Fray and Christopher Sommers of theatre company, 23rd Productions, read the script and promptly went about securing the rights for its Brisbane debut.    

Sommers explains actor Kym Gyngell was in rehearsals for the play when Melbourne Theatre Company presented its Australian premiere in May 2007 and he raved about its potential to excite audiences. 

“I was aware of a new McDonagh play that had been a big hit overseas but it wasn’t until Kym Gyngell told me ‘it was a real cracker of a play’ that I got hold of the script and read it in one sitting – I was instantly mesmerised by its masterful storytelling capacity and gruesome humour,” Sommers says. 

Critics worldwide also sing the play’s praises after productions with Sydney’s Company B, Belvoir St Theatre (2008), and theatres in New York, Chicago, Buenos Aires, Montreal and London, where it premiered in 2003.
The Pillowman brings an eerie new tone to the words, “Once upon a time…” As Katurian, a fiction writer, sits in an unnamed building in an unnamed city he is interrogated by two nasty cops about the gruesome content of his short stories and their disturbing similarities to a number of bizarre child murders occurring in his town.

Fray admits their latest production choice is sure to be a contentious one as it deals with the disturbing subject of child murders. 

“The Pillowman is a challenging play with the most extraordinary blend of pathos and comedy, but it is also very timely in its themes, such as ‘What is the responsibility of the artist? as we saw in the Bill Henson case,” Fray said.  

The play is directed by early-career Brisbane director, Michelle Miall, who has worked on 23rd Production’s previous works, including Closer (2007) and Motortown (2008); and as Assistant Director on mainstage plays, including The Wishing Well (Matrix Theatre & La Boite Theatre Company, 2008), and The Female of the Species (Queensland Theatre Company, 2008). 

A stellar cast of experienced and early-career Australian talent within theatre, film and television will bring the play to life, including Steve Rooke as Katurian (48 Shades of Brown, La Boite Theatre Company; Anatomy Titus: Fall of Rome, QTC) and Emma Pursey as the mother (The Brides of Frank; Attack of the Attacking Attackers, La Boite Theatre Company, 2008). The crew includes Jason Glenwright, who will be touring as lighting designer with the Metro Arts’ Independents play that scooped the 2008 Matilda Awards – The Kursk – when it tours Australia later in the year with Critical Stages. 

For media interviews and images, please contact Frances Frangenheim 0414 510178 or frances@trillcreative.com
The Pillowman

Part of Metro Arts 2009 Independents 

Produced by Metro Arts and 23rd Productions

18 March to 4 April 

Wednesday to Saturday 7:30pm 

Opening Wednesday 18 March 7:30pm 

Preview Tuesday 17 March 7:30pm

Artist Talk Wednesday 25 March – meet the artists for post-show drinks and conversation

Tickets Adults $20/ Conc. $16/ Groups 10+ $12/ Tight Tuesdays $15 at the door

Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts 109 Edward Street, Brisbane

Book tickets online: www.metroarts.com.au or phone 07) 3002 7100

Written by Martin McDonagh
Directed by Michelle Miall 
Executive Producer: Kathryn Fray 
Producer: Christopher Sommers 
Production Assistant: Amanda Bell 
Featuring Steven Rooke, Norman Doyle, Robert Thwaites, Chris Vernon, Emma Pursey, Matthew Filkins, Emma Che Martin

Stage Design by Amanda Karo 
Lighting Design by Jason Glenwright 
Sound Composition by Chris Perren 

Stage Manager: Whitney Eglington 
Assistant Stage Manager: Timothy Wallace

BIOGRAPHIES

23rd Productions – Artistic Director, Kathryn Fray; Associate Artistic Director, Christopher Sommers; Company Manager, Amanda Bell

23rd Productions was launched in 2007 with the aim of collaborating with local artists to produce provocative contemporary international works relevant to Brisbane audiences. Over the last 12 months, executive producer, Kathryn Fray, has grown the company to include Associate Artistic Director, Christopher Sommers and Company Manager, Amanda Bell. After receiving mentoring through Metro Arts’ 2008 Company in Residence Program, 23rd Productions programmed an entire season of work. In 2008, this included staged readings Cool Britannia I & II, which featured the debuts of significant contemporary British works, as well as the Queensland premiere of Motortown by Simon Stephens. The Pillowman is an extraordinary play in keeping with the company’s vision. 
23rd Productions aims to remove the distance between ‘real life’ and theatrical storytelling; that is, to use a text that speaks to the general public and stage it in an accessible manner. By speaking to ‘real life’, the company also aims to bring a new audience to the theatre, thus increasing the true relevance of theatre for our community and the desire for it.  

Kathryn Fray – Co-producer (23rd Productions)
Kathryn Fray has been performing for over 20 years beginning in the UK, where she won awards for acting, singing and improvisation. Kathryn trained at one of Europe’s most prestigious Drama Schools and has performed in a variety of productions and genre, including in Racine’s Iphigenia, Shakespeare’s Juliet and Mistress Ford, Brecht’s The Good Person of Szechuan as Shen Te/Shui Ta, Sondheim’s Company as Marta, and Chekhov’s The Three Sisters as Natasha . She worked with renowned British director Michael Winterbottom, in his 1997 film I Want You, before completing the three-year Acting Diploma at the Arts·Ed School of Acting, London. After graduating she worked in some of London's well known venues, first in the Opera Brundibar, and then as Bobbie Michelle in Last of the Red Hot Lovers. She came to Australia to tour NSW in the award-winning Theatre in Education show L’Amour est Bazarre, returning to the UK to perform in a new hit play Revolving Door at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2003. After some TV and short film work, Kathryn moved back to Australia where she performed as Snug in The Popular Mechanicals; Emma Goldman in Assassins (Warehaus Theatre, QPAC 2005); Lizzie Phagan/Sally Slaton in Parade (Warehaus Theatre, QPAC 2006), Georgie in The Full Monty (Lickety Split Productions, QPAC 2006), Lady Juanita in The Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble’s reworking of Much Ado about Nothing 2007, and has worked on a locally produced feature film. As well as playing various roles in 23rd Productions' season of staged readings – Cool Britannia, Kathryn appeared as Marley and Helen in the Queensland Premiere of Motortown in August 2008, which received outstanding reviews

Kathryn established 23rd Productions in late 2006, launching with their critically acclaimed production of Closer in August 2007, in which she played Alice. Kathryn teaches for the Aboriginal Centre for Performing Arts (Artistic Director Leah Purcell), and the Gallery of Modern Art - GOMA. She is a proud member of Equity and will be a mentor for the Queensland Equity Mentorship Program in 2009.
Christopher Sommers – Co-producer (23rd Productions)
In 2009, Christopher will attend Masterclasses at The Ivana Chubbuck Studio in Los Angeles, California after receiving a 2008 Lord Mayors Young and Emerging Artists Fellowship. He is also one of Queensland Theatre Company’s Emerging Artists for 2009 and will appear in Youth & Educations The Exception and the Rule by Bertolt Brecht; School of Arts by Bille Brown; and finally Arthur Miller’s classic, The Crucible. Christopher teaches for Backbone Youth Arts and Aboriginal Centre for Performing Arts and is Associate Artistic Director of 23rd productions, Company in Residence at Metro Arts. 

Christopher graduated from Queensland University of Technology with a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA Acting) in 2002. In 2006, he was nominated for a Matilda Award for Best Emerging Talent. 

His theatre credits include, Anatomy Titus: Fall of Rome (QTC and Bell Shakespeare Company); Hoods* (Realtv, Sydney Opera House & RAV); Beautiful (And moor Productions); Forward Movement and Springboard Theatre Company’s The Laramie Project; 23rd Productions’ Closer. For Queensland Theatre Company, Christopher has featured in the multi award-winning production of Proof; Premier Drama Awards; The Works Play Readings & Young Playwrights Awards. For La Boite Theatre, he was part of the national tour of Zigzag Street. He has also appeared in Omon Ra (the Restaged Histories project); Trivia (Bunker Productions) Sleeping Around (Downstairs Belvoir), The Oracle (Osmosis Dance Theatre) and Stained (Storm the Barricade). 

Christopher’s film credits include: Jucy; Sinngh is King; AFI award-winning Unfinished Sky; All My Friends Are Leaving Brisbane; The Horseman. Television credits include, The Strip, Monarch Cove, The Starter Wife and Love Bytes.  

* Hoods received an AWGIE  award for Best New Play for Young Audiences 2007 and was nominated for a 2008 Helpmann award for Best Play for Young audiences.
Michelle Miall – Director

Michelle is a theatre director and playwright with a varied background in performance and production, having graduated from QUT with a BA Hons (Drama) and since working with a number of companies in Brisbane and London.  As Director, Michelle’s credits include No Exit (Vena Cava Productions), Faith (Qld Poetry Festival), Sextool.com (Metro Arts), Holy Guacamole! (Backbone Youth Arts), Valerie & Munro (deBASE productions), An Ordinary Day (QUT) and STATIC (QUT).  

Michelle has also worked as Assistant Director on The Wishing Well (Matrix Theatre & La Boite Theatre Company), The Female of the Species (Queensland Theatre Company), Closer (23rd Productions), The Siren’s Kiss (Punchdrunk Productions), All Other Places (deBASE productions) and The Silver Circle Project (QUT). Michelle’s writing credits include Donna’s Party (Writers’ Foundry), STATIC (QUT), and currently in progress, the stage adaptation of Faith, a verse novel by Brisbane poet Alicia Bennett.
Steven Rooke – Katurian

After graduating from QUT's Acting course in 2000, Steven followed the well-worn path to Sydney where he appeared in several television shows including Always Greener, Home and Away, Beastmaster, Comedy Inc. and All Saints. His film credits include Blurred and Footy Legends. This is Steven's fourth theatre show since returning to Brisbane having already appeared in The Cherry Orchard (QUT), Boat (Out of the Box) and Anatomy Titus Fall of Rome (QTC). He also played Dan in La Boite's return season of Nick Earls' 48 Shades of Brown. The Pillowman is Steven's first show with 23rd Productions.

Norman Doyle – Tupolski

Norman is very happy to once again be a part of the 23rd team. Since its inception in 2007, he's been fortunate enough to appear in a number of 23rd projects, including Closer (as Larry) and 2008's Motortown (as Paul). Norman also participated in 23rd's Cool Britannia 1 staged readings in early 2008. Norman had played his share of 'baddies' over the last few years:  Salieri in Arts Theatre's Amadeus (2005), Antonio in 4MBS Classic Players' working of The Tempest and Don John in their production of Much Ado About Nothing. Most recently Norman appeared with head exploding in a gruesome short film called Mental Freaks. In September this year Norman will reprise his role as the officious courtier Von Strack in Classic Players' tour of Amadeus. Norman is a proud member of the Media, Entertainment and Arts Alliance.

Robert Thwaites – Ariel

Robert Thwaites is a BA(Media/Theatre) graduate of the University of New South Wales. In 2006, he completed the Zen Zen Zo Company Internship, working as Assistant Director, performer and animator on the company's production, Sub Con Warrior 1. He has directed Art (Orb Productions, 2002), a new musical Ride! Ride! (Orb Productions, 2001), Black Comedy (N.U.T.S. 1999), and devised/directed two new works The Trees (Metro Arts, 2006) and A Catch of the Breath (Freestage Theatre, 2007). His acting credits include Motortown (23rd Productions, 2008), Sub-Con Warrior 2.0 (Zen Zen Zo, 2008) for which he was also animator/ graphic designer, The Odyssey (QAC, Zen Zen Zo 2009), Dracula (Zen Zen Zo, 2007), The Caretaker (Vena Cava, 2007), Into The Woods (N.U.T.S. 2001) and A Clockwork Orange (N.U.T.S. 2000). Rob is a proud member of the Media, Entertainment and Arts Alliance.

Chris Vernon – Michal
Chris completed a Bachelor of Theatre Arts in Acting at the University of Southern Queensland in 2007. While at USQ Chris performed in Productions of The Crucible (Giles Corey), The Comedy of Errors (Gangster Merchant), Mother Courage and Her Children (The Cook), MacBeth (Wounded Soldier/Donalbein/Caithness), Black Box Shakespeare (Richard III), Mad Forest (Bogdan), Emma (Henry Woodhouse) and wrote and performed his one-person show Frank’s Demon.  Since completing his studies, Chris has appeared in the 4MBS Shakespeare on Oxford Festival performance Much Ado About Nothing (Conrade) and in the schools touring shows Hermes Goes Environmental (QLD Arts Council), and Cent$ational Harry and the Balance of Life. Chris was last seen in the Emerge Project’s 10 by 10 Squared season in Family Portrait and Roland in Space.  

Emma Pursey – Mother

Emma Pursey has been performing professionally as an actor, performer and devisor since 1997. Main house and independent productions Emma has appeared in include: Attack of the Attacking Attackers, directed by Nic Dorwood at La Boite Theatre; The Laramie Project, directed by Lucas Stibbard at the Brisbane Powerhouse; After Dinner Mince Adelaide Fringe Festival; Corporate by Louise Marshall at Metro Arts; and The Wasted Girlie Show, directed by Scott Maidment at Woodford Folk Festival. In April 2009 she will appear in The Restaged Histories Project’s The Greater Plague in their first resident company show at the Brisbane Powerhouse.

In November 2004, Emma devised, co-wrote and performed her first independent, solo theatrical work, Where is Joy?, at the Metro Arts Theatre. This creative development performance was inspired by the dramatic and controversial life and work of 1940’s/50’s Australian modernist painter Joy Hester. Emma will debut the work at La Mama Theatre in Melbourne in 2010 directed by Therese Collie.

Emma performs regularly with the pop culture satirist group The Brides of Frank. The Brides’ first full length work, ‘Til Death Do Us Part, won critical acclaim in 2005 and 2007 at the Brisbane Powerhouse. 2009/2010 will see The Brides collaborating with The Town Bikes in Melbourne and staging ‘Til Death Do Us Part, at the Sydney Opera House. As both a solo and collective “Bride” she performs regularly at festivals and numerous special events.

The basis of her training is in the Suzuki Actor Training Method through a 10-year association with repertory ensemble company Frank Theatre (1997-2007). Her national and international performances with the company include; Gertrude in Hamlet Stooged; Jocasta in Oedipus Rex; Juliet in A Midsummer Night’s Romeos; Lady Macbeth in The Tale of Macbeth: Crown of Blood, The Medium in Rashomon; The Gravedigger in Heavy Metal Hamlet; Chorus in Doll Seventeen, Salome and Up Jumped the Devil. Emma has trained with Tadashi Suzuki and his company SPAC and Ellen Lauren of NYC SITI Company. 

International festival highlights include: 1999 2nd International Theatre Olympics in Shizuoka; 2000 Shizuoka Spring Arts Festival; 2003 Toga Spring Arts Festival; 6th International Youth Theatre Festival, Croatia; 2003 European Regions Festival in the Czech Republic; 2004 Adana International Arts Festival, Turkey; and a 2006 tour of London and Wales. In 2007 she performed in a showcase for Tadashi Suzuki’s second ever visit to Australia at La Boite Theatre in Brisbane.

As a vinyl DJ she has also composed and mixed live on stage a number soundscapes for many of Lisa O’Neill’s solo dance performances; most significantly Fugu San, which has toured festivals nationally and, in 2002, internationally to the New Move’s Festival in Glasgow and the Asian Contemporary Dance Festival, Osaka. Emma Pursey is represented by BROCK MANAGEMENT 

Matthew Filkins – Father

Matthew is a graduate from the University of Queensland with a BA in Arts (Drama Major).  He has also trained in stage combat, Le Coq mask, clowning (De Base), practical asthetics (Andrea Moor), physical theatre (Zen Zen Zo) and studied with Shakespeare and Company in the US. Also he has worked as an MC and street performer/roving characters. 

His past theatrical credits include Crave (Blacklight Collective); The Reunion (Metro Arts Independents Program); Much Ado about Nothing (4MBS); Cigarettes and Chocolate (Staged reading - 23rd Productions); The Perfect 10 (Emerge Theatre Company); Far Away (Volunteer Extra – Q.T.C.); Homme Fatale (and return season); and By the Short and Curlies (Underdog productions); The Taming of the Shrew and A Midsummer Nights Dream (Harvest Rain Theatre Company), Blackrock, Wait Until Dark, Aftershocks (Nash theatre); A man for all seasons, MacBeth, Medea (Brisbane Arts theatre); Romeo and Juliet (Groundlings); The Bald – Prima Donna and Antigone (Q.U.T) and Sheila Shorts 2002 (Debase Productions).  

His directorial credits include The Vitreous Burglar, Wombat Stew (own adaptation of the children’s book) and Trainspotting (as assistant director). Matthew has toured schools with the Queensland Arts Council in the 2003 primary school tour of Fair Play, 2005 primary school tour of The Bugalugs Bum Thief, 2007 primary school tour of Hermes and the Naked Flame and in 2002 toured secondary schools with Boneless Chicken Brecht for Cracka theatre Troupe.  His past film and television appearances include Waste, Flipper, Killer Instinct and Evil. Short films include Making Tommie green, Boyz will be Boyz, Thought Theory, The Chocolate and Episode 1.5:The Lord of the Philsophers Stone (Finalist at the 2002 “What’s On” film festival). 

Emma Che - Martin

Emma Che’s Performance training includes training as an Actor at Rose Bruford College in London and A Master of Arts (Theatre Practices) at WAAPA.  She has done Physical theatre training with ‘Song of the Goat’ (Poland) and New International Encounter (Czech Republic), and Clown training with Tom Greder and Frazer Hooper. 

As a performer Emma Che has worked on many independent and collaborative productions in Brisbane and Perth for Strut n Fret Production House, Noble Rot Theatre Company, Counter Productions and The 2 Strings, and also with Queensland Arts Council/ In schools program. 

Amanda Karo – Stage Design

Amanda Karo is a stage, costume and puppet designer and creator, performer and arts educator who relishes making visual art for performance. After studying fashion design in Adelaide in 1996, Amanda delved into the realm of costume and puppet design and construction;  creating work for her own independent label as well as for Slack Taxi, Parale//o Theatre, Port Youth Theatre, Before You Were Blonde, Jessica Pierce and Dorothy’s Closet. 

 In 2008 Amanda collaborated with Vulcana and Inala Wangarra to consult with and design costumes for a group of young Indigenous people from Inala for the Inala on Stilts project. 

Costume designing developed into an interest in puppetry and 1999 she began the roving performance company Magic Theatre through which she created human-sized puppet/costumes and devised performances commissioned by Parale//o Theatre, Adelaide Fringe Festival and various event and promotion companies in Adelaide. Magic Theatre was also a multi arts event company that delivered independent curated work and installation art.

In 2007 and 2008, Amanda co – conceived, designed and made the puppets for and performed as puppeteer in An Unexpectedly Mind Boggling Adventure, a highly successful children’s puppetry theatre show that ran to capacity for one month, produced by Backbone Youth Arts and the State Library of Queensland. She has also designed and constructed props and toys for the State Library of Queensland. 

As a creative consultant in children’s engagement in the arts, Amanda designed puppet-making activities for the State Library’s Unexpectedly Mind Boggling Adventure school holiday program and designed costume activities for the State Library of Queensland’s 2008 Muster Up! school holiday program. She was also consulted in the initial stages of the 2009 Circus! Program. In 2008, Amanda was consultant for Backbone Youth Arts early childhood program. 

As an arts educator, Amanda currently works with Youth Arts Queensland as  an arts business Navigation Trainer, and for the State Library of Queensland as a specialist in early childhood engagement with the arts. She has also worked with Backbone Youth Arts, The Institute of Modern Art, Westfield Shoppingtown, Queensland Art Gallery, Queensland Arts Council, TAFE QLD, QUT, Access Arts and Centacare. 

The Pillowman is Amanda’s first foray into the world of stage design. She brings to it her experience as performer, visual artist, costume designer and installation artist combined with a love for visual theatre, and a passion and enthusiasm for creating work with a strong focus on both concept and aesthetic.

Jason Glenwright – Lighting Design

Jason graduated from QUT after a three-year degree in Technical Production. His recent theatre engagements as a Lighting Designer include: Dead Cats Don’t Bounce (Hot Tin Roof), Cake (JUTE), Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, The Awfully Big Adventures of Peter Pan, A Midsummer Nights Dream and The Sound of Music (Harvest Rain), The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Oscar Theatre), Brontë (Three Sisters Productions), Beautiful and The Ghost Writer (…And Moor Productions), The Kursk (Metro Arts/Critical Stages), The Science of Falling (CIRCA), Metamorphoses, Twelfth Night and Much Ado About Nothing (Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble), The Café and Holidaze (Backbone Youth Arts), Gaijin (Brisbane Powerhouse/Ben Knapton), Taboo (Amnesty International), Rooms (Ben Knapton), Living Like Alice (QUT Post Grad), The Maids (Plague Theatre), The Logan Project (QUT Honours Project), Of Our Own Volition (Spangled Drongo Productions), Pipedreams and Sapphires Theatre Restaurant (KSHS). Jason has also been a lighting mentor for the QUT 2nd year lighting design students on Production One 2007. 

Future engagements in 2009 as Lighting Designer include: The Truth about Kookaburra’s (Metro Independants/Pentimento Productions), The Tempist (Zen Zen Zo) and The Passion (aSpire Theatre Arts) and The Kursk national tour.

Chris Perren – Sound Composition

Chris Perren is a Brisbane-based music maker. He's primarily involved with writing and producing indie and electronic music, and composing for theatre and film. Chris holds a first class Honours in Composition from QUT. His most noteworthy theatre soundtracks include Live Acts on Stage, directed by Michael Gow; Light Shining in Buckinghamshire, directed by Sean Mee; The Oracle directed by Shane Jones; and more recently Motortown for 23rd Productions.

From 2005 to 2006, Chris spent 16 months in Tokyo, writing music and performing around the city, while still working on short film and theatre projects via long-distance. Chris is currently devoting his time heavily to his post-rock band, Mr. Maps, teaching Music Production at QUT, music for animated films for Blackbrow, and various other creative projects.

ABN 29 010 100 482  109 Edward Street Brisbane 4000.  GPO Box 24 Brisbane 4001 Australia.

Tel: 07 3002 7100  Fax: 07 3002 7123  Email: info@metroarts.com.au  Website: www.metroarts.com.au

