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For immediate release

25 July

New documentary play opens to commemorate

 seventh anniversary of the Russian submarine disaster, The Kursk
8 – 25 August, Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts Independents 2007
As the seventh anniversary of the Russian submarine disaster on 12 August 2000 looms, a new Australian stage play about the tragedy, The Kursk, prepares to open at Metro Arts on 8 August as part of the 2007 Metro Arts’ Independents season of new works for the stage. 

With direction from experienced Brisbane-based director, actor, playwright and teacher, Michael Futcher (The Glass Menagerie, Queensland Theatre Company), The Kursk will follow the submariners’ final moments on board, the rescuers’ urgent mission, and the relatives’ desperate vigil on shore.

Playwright and actor Sasha Janowicz, who is also Brisbane-based, was inspired to write the play when he watched the television reports of what became the first ever ‘public’ submarine disaster. 

“I was glued to the TV, watching every news edition, Russian or Australian, anxiously following the rescue operation coverage,” Sasha recalls.

Later in the year, Sasha stumbled across a chapter from a book about the nightmare on the Kursk, and decided to write a play about the ‘martyrs of compartment 9’. 

“I wanted to raise questions, maybe explain things previously unclear in the news reports and share the loss; for the loss is akin to every human and by sharing it through compassion we remind ourselves who we are.” 

As he collected materials, books, videos and had conversations in Australia and overseas, word started to spread about his project and one day he received an anonymous parcel from Kalinangrad in Russia, containing a uniform of a submarine captain with real medals attached to it. 

After six months of searching, he tracked down the uniform’s owner and travelled to Russia twice on research trips to meet with the captain and garner information from a technical point of view. 

“The six years of work put me on a verge of despair many a time. But there was that uniform hanging on my rack – a silent: “Tell it!”

Support also came from officers and their families, including widows of submariners who donated their husbands’ memorabilia and uniforms for the production. 

Sasha based the script on Russian language sources, which he translated into English. This is the first complete play Janowicz has written, however he has acted in many theatre and film productions in Australia and overseas. 

His recent performance credits include The Tempest and Amadeus (4MBS & Classic Players), Creche & Burn (La Boite), The Cherry Orchard (Queensland Theatre Company), and Omon Ra (Theatre Activ8, Brisbane Powerhouse). 

Sasha writes for publications and has also written various plays and is active in translating plays including The Last Night of the Last Tsar by Edvard Radzinsky from Russian into English. He completed his Master of Arts at Silesian University in Poland. 

Aside from The Glass Menagerie, Michael Futcher’s 2007 directing credits include James and Johnno for La Boite and The Three Sisters for QUT.  
Michael has co-written various plays with Helen Howard, such as The Drowning Bride, Citizen Jane, A Beautiful Life, The Rise and Demise of Katie Who, Cutting Loose, The King and the Corpse and Disobediently Yours.
As an acting coach for screen, Michael’s credits include The Sleepover Club (Channel 9 Children’s TV series); Wombat (Children’s TV) and Answered By Fire (forthcoming drama on ABC TV). Michael is also a regular teacher of screen acting at Rossi Casting Agency, and at Queensland University of Technology.  He has been nominated for over a dozen awards including Matilda, AWGIE and Green Room Awards.
Season: Wed 8 – Sat 25 August (Wed – Saturday 7:30pm)

Preview: Tuesday 7 August 7:30pm $12

Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts 109 Edward Street, Brisbane

Tickets: Adult $22/ Conc. $18/ Groups 10+ $12

Bookings: Online www.metroarts.com.au  or (07) 3002 7100
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