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Brisbane play awarded largest national tour for an independent work 

The Kursk tours 37 venues with 66 performances over 20 weeks

Brisbane’s independent theatre sector is celebrating Playing Australia’s support for the largest national tour of an independent work for The Kursk, which debuted in Metro Arts Independents season in 2007. 

The Kursk is a clever, thrilling and masterful independent production about the Kursk disaster and the events surrounding it in 2000, written by Brisbane-based playwright and actor Sasha Janowicz.

The work will tour to 37 venues over 20 weeks from June to October 2009, presented by Darlinghurst Theatre Company’s touring initiative, Critical Stages, and produced by Brisbane-based Matrix Theatre Company, potentially with the original cast. 

Metro Arts CEO Liz Burcham said a tour of this scale was a significant coup for Brisbane’s independent theatre scene.

“This tour announcement is a shining example of the important role Metro Arts’ Independents Program plays in showcasing new work to the broader market,” Burcham said. 

“First and foremost, it should be recognised that The Kursk is an extremely strong script, developed over six years,” she said.  

“Director Michael Futcher and playwright Sasha Janowicz worked innovatively together to produce an outstanding production that overcame its budget and time constraints and it is exciting to see their personal investments rewarded to this level, nationally. 

“This outcome demonstrates Metro Arts’ commitment to supporting independent artists by providing a professional platform to develop and showcase new work.” 

Following its debut in Metro Arts Independents in August 2007, The Kursk was recognised as an exceptional new independent work – winning three Matilda Awards (Best Independent Play, Best Director, and Best New Work) and the Bell Award for Best New Play. 

Darlinghurst Theatre Company Director, Glenn Terry, is delighted to see The Kursk receive the national recognition it so clearly deserves.

“This is an extraordinary victory for the independent sector, and specifically playwright Sasha Janowicz and his cast and crew,” Mr Terry said. 

“The Kursk tour is the largest Australian tour of an independent production to date,” he said.

“Competition for Playing Australia’s support is fierce and tours of this scale are traditionally the domain of large established theatre companies. 

“Sasha has told the story of the submarine disaster with such intense passion, sensitivity and depth that venue managers and producers on the touring circuit have been immediately inspired and mesmerised by it.”

Janowicz says he is still celebrating the announcement and has been heartened by the support he has received from the theatre industry. 

“I arrived in Brisbane only four years ago and I have received such overwhelming support; it has truly humbled me,” Janowicz said. 

“It just reinforces my belief that the power of theatre as a vehicle for truth.”
Janowicz researched, wrote and produced The Kursk over five years and said he launched the play with Metro Arts’ support with the hope it would have the opportunity reach a main stage. 

“My goal was to tell this very important story with enough resonance to carry it nationally and it has, so I couldn’t have asked for a better outcome.” 

Playing Australia is the Australian Government’s national touring program for the performing arts.

The touring cast and crew is yet to be determined. 

The original cast and crew included: 

Cast: Eugene Gilfedder, Amanda Mitchell, Jonathan Brand, Dirk Hoult, Sasha Janowicz, and Julienne Youngberry

Written by Sasha Janowicz

Directed by Michael Futcher 

Lighting design Jason Glenwright

Lighting operators Scott Barton and Simon Johnson

Sound and multimedia Luke Lickfold and David Griffith

Stage management Freddy Komp and Holly Underwood

For more information and media interviews, contact Frances Frangenheim, Metro Arts on 0414 510178 or frances@trillcreative.com 

The Kursk – SUMMARY
A clever, thrilling and masterful production about the trapped survivors of the Kursk disaster. 

After a decade of inactivity caused by the turmoil of the 90s The Russian Navy undertook a major naval exercise in August 2000. During the training, the pride of the Russian fleet, a nuclear submarine the Kursk, vanished. The wreckage was eventually discovered on the bottom of the ocean with the sailors trapped inside. The Russian Navy faced severe weather conditions and an impossible rescue.  On top of this a serious international crisis was brewing with suspected foreign involvement in the disaster. In the meantime the whole world waited desperately for the survivors to be rescued.

This extraordinary and inspired play is the true and human story behind the ill-fated Kursk. Australian Playwright, Sasha Janowicz, travelled to Russia to seek out the truth behind the controversy.

Sasha was also sent an anonymous package. In it he found a submariner captain’s uniform complete with medals. The Russians donated their time, artefacts and pieces of uniforms for the project. It was clear that the true story of The Kursk had to be told.

We meet Admiral Popov, a proud and obstinate man, deeply distrustful of the foreigners who have come to help. We meet the sailors, their wives, their friends and their families who wait as the rescuers’ fight against the impossible while the fate of their loved ones hangs in the balance.

This unique production magically captures the submariners’ claustrophobic world and the terrifying ordeal that the trapped sailors endured as they awaited rescue.

Michael Futcher’s clever and masterful direction captures the suspense and the humanity of this potent story. Inspired lighting and haunting sound design accentuates the extreme suspense and tension of this unique production.

Michael Futcher is an established Brisbane based artist who has won several Matilda awards and a Green Room Award (for the direction of his play A Beautiful Life) as well as being nominated for several other awards including The Queensland Premier's Literary Awards, The AWGIES and the Green Room Awards for best play.

The Kursk features prominent Queensland performer Eugene Gilfedder, who is a tour de force as Russian Admiral Popov. He has received 5 Matilda Awards and has also won a Green Room Award for Best Actor for his role in 'A Beautiful Life'.

“...proves yet again that the best theatre really is about the best stories”-Time Off

“One of the best productions of 2007...a compelling and highly theatrical script... Exceptional” William McBride, Rave Magazine

“the type of drama that will have you thinking long after you have left the theatre.” Nigel Munro-Wallis – 612 ABC Brisbane

“The strong cast of six slides seamlessly in and out of their multiple roles in this fast paced piece that will have you on the edge of your seat.” Nigel Munro-Wallis – 612 ABC Brisbane

“a gripping theatrical performance” Vanessa Lahey,  Australian Stage

