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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

29 JULY 2008

Is revenge up to you?

Promising young Brisbane theatre director begs the question

Several Words Associated with Revenge opens 20 August

Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts, Brisbane 

Part of Metro Arts’ Independents 2008

Young Brisbane theatre director, Daniel Santangeli, may have only graduated from university last year but his selection in Metro Arts Independents 2008 season means he’s already directing his own contemporary work, opening 20 August. 

Several Words Associated with Revenge melds performance, visual art and live sound design to explore the dark yet surreptitiously beautiful realm of revenge. 

The selection of the contemporary piece into Metro Arts’ Artistic Program (the Independents) signals the organisation’s commitment to encouraging a professional platform for independent contemporary theatre to thrive in Brisbane.

Metro Arts’ Artistic Advisor, Zane Trow, mentored Santangeli through the development stages of the work’s creative journey and sees the potential potency of his work. 

"Santangeli emerges as the most interesting contemporary performance director in Queensland; he has an eye for beauty, is unafraid to take artistic risks and is consistently tackling deep subject matter,” Trow said. 

Graduating with first class honours in Performance Studies from QUT lat year, 22-year-old Santangeli uses his new work to continue his research into the power of contemporary theatre to transform the relationship between audience and performer. 

In Several Words Associated with Revenge, four actors, a visual artist and live sound designer share the stage and interact in a skewed world by playing games, sharing stories and stitching together fleeting yet potent images.  

Amidst this fragile reality, they execute petty acts of revenge on one another in the ultimate test of personal boundaries as their responses swing from irrefutable indignation to absolute remorse. 

“I was drawn to the idea of revenge for deeply personal reasons,” Santangeli said.

“I've experienced the desire to take out revenge but it's not my place to do that. It's not my job in this society.
“In the Elizabethan era [the performance is inspired by William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus], concepts of revenge were simple and straight forward but I think revenge is much more complicated today. In some parts of the world revenge is taboo, while in others it is a readily acceptable way of behaving. 

“I’m intrigued to see how audiences resonate when we deliver a modern day twist on historical themes of blood-thirst, revenge and honour as found in Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus.”

Santangeli credits his current position directing pieces for internationally renowned Brisbane-based circus company, Circa, as the inspiration he needed to create his own devised work. 

Santangeli’s directing credits for Circa include Crashed (2008), New Circus Now (2008) and The Science of Falling (2007).

“I am inspired by the work of Circa's Artistic Director, Yaron Liftschitz,” says Santangeli

“I've been lucky enough to work with Circa and be part of an amazing creative environment that privileges imagination and experimentation. 

“Working with Circa has informed a lot of my work.”

Several Words Associated with Revenge has evolved over several stages of development, including during Metro Arts’ Creative Development Festival in June with guidance from Trow and critical feedback from industry representatives. 

Santangeli is presenting his new work with university associate, Erin White, and is collaborating with visual artist, Eric Bridgeman, and live-sound designer, Thom Browning, who will both appear on stage with the four performers. 

Bridgeman is an emerging visual artist in film and photography and a recent graduate of Queensland College of Art. His work has already exhibited widely in Queensland. 

Browning is a performer and sound designer whose live sound design for Several Words Associated with Revenge is influenced by his DJ’ing work and performing for Imaginary Theatre Company’s, Tashi Stories.  

For media interviews: 

Contact Frances Frangenheim 0414 510178 or frances@metroarts.com.au (before 5 August) or Anthony McCormack 07) 3002 7100 or Anthony@metroarts.com.au (after 5 August)

Several Words Associated with Revenge

Part of Metro Arts Independents 2008

Co-Presented by Daniel Santangeli and Erin White

Directed by Daniel Santangeli

Co-created by Genevieve Ganner, Mark Middleton, Carly Rees and Sarah Winter

Performed by Eric Bridgeman, Thom Browning, Giema Contini, Kieran Law, Genevieve Trace and Jacinta Yelland

Season: 20 August – 6 September, Wednesday to Saturday 7:30pm

Opening Wednesday 20 August 7:30pm

Preview: Tuesday 19 August 7:30pm

Tickets: Adults $20/ Concession $16/ Groups 10+ $12
Bookings: 07) 3002 7100 or online at www.metroarts.com.au

BIOGRAPHIES

Daniel Santangeli – presenter and director

Daniel Santangeli is a performance director currently working with Circa, the internationally renowned circus company based in Brisbane. For this company he has directed to great acclaim Crashed (Visible Ink, 2008), New Circus Now (Judith Wright Centre, 2008) and The Science of Falling (Judith Wright Centre, 2007).  His other credits include directing The Logan Project (Queensland University of Technology, 2007), Nic Vogelpoel’s The Easy Way Out (Woodward Theatre, 2006) and a site-specific performance at the Windmill on Wickham Terrace to celebrate Queensland’s 148th Birthday (2007). Daniel received first class honours at Queensland University of Technology in 2007 in Performance Studies, researching processes of creating contemporary performance.  Daniel’s experience working with young people includes directing for Circa Zoo and assisting with Kite Theatre Company’s Boat (QPAC, 2007).

Erin White – project manager

Erin White graduated from Queensland University of Technology with a Bachelor of Creative Industries (Drama) with Distinction in 2006. Throughout university, Erin's professional development in the Brisbane theatre industry included performing in Strip Notes (QUT 2004), Ann's Street Party (Brisbane Festival 2006), Artefact in Testing Ground (QUT 2006), The Trees (Metro Arts Creative Development Festival 2006) and Poetry After Dark (2005 and 2006).  Erin was Assistant Director on SELF AKKUSATION (QUT 2005); and Running Up a Dress (QUT 2006).  Erin performed in and was Burlesque Co-ordinator for Poetry After Dark 2006. 

Currently, Erin works as the Administrative Assistant for Positive Solutions, and Events and Administrative Assistant for Queensland Conservatorium Griffith University's Ensemble in Residence, Southern Cross Soloists. Erin writes theatre reviews for Australian Stage Online, and teaches and choreographs contemporary dance for Step Up Dance Studio.
Thom Browning – sound designer and performer
Thom Browning is a Brisbane based performance maker, sound designer, musician, DJ and VJ. A QUT Creative Industries graduate, he has immersed himself in creating live art over the past six years, working throughout Brisbane and in Asia in a variety of roles. Thom is a founding member of Imaginary Theatre, an emerging company creating innovative performance works for children. He has worked as resident composer for the company since 2005 and has written original music for seven of their productions. Thom has worked with contemporary circus company, Circa, acting as DJ and VJ for New Circus Now with Daniel Santangeli as curator/director. Thom has also worked with Daniel as a devisor, composer and live sound designer on The Logan Project, the culmination of Daniel’s Honours research at QUT, creative developments of The Titus Project (2High Festival 2007), Several Words Associated with Revenge (Metro Arts Creative Development Festival 2008), and on The Science of Falling, created by Circa’s youth troupe ‘Circa Zoo’. In 2008, Thom worked as a sound designer and devisor for Red Paper Performance Company’s debut performance installation Bin. Cement. Flower. Leaves at Brisbane Festivals theatre fringe, Under The Radar. Thom has also sound designed and composed for Marat/Sade (Restaged Histories Project/ Vena Cava, 2005), Rio Saki and Other Falling Debris (Vena Cava, 2006) and the International Language, Art’s and Recreation Festival (LATT Children’s Theatre, Seoul, South Korea 2005, 2006). Thom has also worked extensively as a performer and a musician. He plays his first instrument, electric bass with funk/hip-hop kings ‘Boogie Lounge Bandits’, and for singer/songwriter Liam Griffin.      

Eric Bridgman – visual artist and performer

Eric Bridgeman is a recent graduate of the Queensland College of Art (QCA) with studies in photo-media art practice. Issues of gender and sexuality have been central to his undergraduate studies and forms the core of his intended honours and post-graduate research. As an emerging practitioner, he has exhibited widely in Brisbane, including numerous group shows, projects and collaborations. In late 2007, Eric received the Artworkers Alliance Award for a graduating photography portfolio. His Blue Collar Picture series was selected for exhibition at the Queensland Centre for Photography in November 2007. In early 2008, Eric worked as a video camera operator for Queensland collaborative ‘The Crash Crew’ for their public art project, Shared Sounds, which took place in Bundaberg (QLD) with the support of Bundaberg Arts Centre and the Bundaberg Regional Council. Eric was recently selected as a finalist for the Clayton Utz & Positive Solution Launch Travelling Scholarship. In the coming months, he will be working as a visual artist in a collaborative project with Director Daniel Santangeli and Metro Arts, entitled Several Words Associated with Revenge.’

Mark Middleton – lighting designer
Mark is a technician with many qualifications including a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Technical Production from the Queensland University of Technology. Graduating at the top of his 2007 graduating company, he was also awarded the ‘Ashley Wilkie Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Performing Arts’. Mark has a broad knowledge of the technical production of the entertainment industry; specialised in electrics, while also successfully excelling in sound, stage mechanics, audio-visual and other various technician duties. As a lighting designer, Mark has designed such shows as Love Song Dedications (2007), Brisbane 2high Festival (2007), FYS (2006) and his most successful and highly praised design was for the QUT graduating acting company of 2007 in their performance of Strider. Other challenging positions outside of lighting design, include Follow Spot Coordinator for Three Sisters (2007); AV Coordinator for Unstable Acts (2006); Sound Coordinator/operator for The Crucible (2006); and Head Mechanist for Our Town (2007). Mark has gained experience from being seconded to shows such as Miss Saigon (2007) and Billy Elliot (2007). He currently works for QPAC, QTC, QB and JLX Productions while freelancing around Brisbane.
Genevieve Trace – performer

Genevieve is currently undertaking a Bachelor of Creative Industries majoring in Performance Studies at the Queensland University of Technology. She has experience in several facets of performance making including lighting design and operation, stage management and performance. As a lighting designer, Genevieve has worked on productions with several companies throughout Brisbane, including the Emerge Project’s Valley People at Night, Vena Cava Productions’ The Dumb Waiter (dir. Mark Connaghan) and Features of Blown Youth (dir. Kat Henry) as well as operating Zen Zen Zo’s Sub-Con Warrior 1.  As a performer she has appeared in QUT’s production of 4:48 Psychosis (dir. Leah Mercer) and The Logan Project (dir. Daniel Santangeli).  2007 saw Genevieve take on the roles of Stage Manager, Assistant Lighting Designer and Lighting Operator for Zen Zen Zo’s In the Raw Production of Dracula.  In Vena Cava Production’s Fresh Blood season of No Bare Feet Genevieve performed in the role of Assistant Director and Lighting Designer.  Genevieve is currently involved in Andrea Moore’s production of Beautiful in the role of Assistant Stage Manager, and is preparing for the role of Stage Manager for The Nest’s production of A Mouthful of Pins, directed by Margi Brown Ash.  She is currently involved as a performer in the creative development of both Rob Thwaites’ production of A Catch of Breath and Daniel Santangeli’s The Titus Project.  

She is currently working on Under the Radar’s Bin, Cement, Flower and Leaves by Red Paper Performance Company.
Giema Contini – performer
Giema Contini is a teaching artist and member of the Zen Zen Zo Physical Theatre Performance Company. She is a graduate of Queensland University of Technology Bachelor Creative Industries Drama degree (2006) and the Zen Zen Zo Company Internship Program (2007). She has performance training experience in Suzuki Actor Training, Viewpoints and Butoh (Zen Zen Zo / 2005-2007), Lecoq (Steph Kehoe / 2007) and Meisner Actor Training (Jamie Kable / 2007). Her performance credits with Zen Zen Zo include Dracula (2007), Sub-Con Warrior 1 (2006) and iORPHEUS (collaboration with William Duckworth, Nora Farrell, QLD Conservatorium / 2007). She has also worked extensively with MAP Theatre Company and Switchboard Arts as part of The Emerge Project in The Professional Lover (Felicity Carpenter / 2006), Sunshine (Errol Bray / 2006), The Valley People -Seasons 1 & 2 (Errol Bray / 2005) and Yellow Roses in Fortitude Valley (Bek Schafferius / 2004). Other performance credits include Santa and The Naughty Elf (dir. Brenda Monaghan / 2006), Marat/Sade (dir. Nic Dorward / 2005), Checkov & Baise, Larly & Pie (2High Festival / 2005), Commedia del Arte…devised! (dir. Tony Kishawi / 2004) and The Convictions of Brecht (dir. Errol Bray / 2003).

Currently working on Under the Radar’s Bin, Cement, Flower and Leaves by Red Paper Performance Company.
Jacinta Yelland - performer

Jacinta Yelland is a performing artist. In 2007, Jacinta completed the Zen Zen Zo Company Internship and performed in the company’s, In The Raw, production of Dracula. In 2008 Jacinta will be Assistant Stage Manager, Production Assistant and Director’s Assistant for Zen Zen Zo’s Subcon Warrior 2.0. Jacinta is a graduate of the Queensland University of Technology’s Creative Industries faculty majoring in Drama (2006). In 2006, the final year of her degree, Jacinta studied Fine Arts: Acting at University of Leeds, England. 

Jacinta has trained with international artists Sankai Juku (Butoh/2007), Steph Kehoe (Lecoq/2007) Jaime Cable (Meisner Actor Training/2007) and Tetsuro Fukuhara (Butoh/2006). In late 2008 Jacinta will study with Philippe Gaulier in Paris.

Other performance credits include iORPHEUS (collaboration with William
Duckworth, Nora Farrell, QLD Conservatorium and Zen Zen Zo/ 2007), Come and Go, and Quad (dir. Stephen Atkins with Zen Zen Zo/ 2007), Space Dance with B (Tokyo Space Dance/ 2006), Women Beware Women (dir. Mike Casey/2006) and The Adventures of Tashi (dir. Mark Radvan with Powerkidz 2005).

She is currently working on Under the Radar’s Bin, Cement, Flower and Leaves by Red Paper Performance Company.

Kieran Law - performer

Kieran currently studies drama at QUT where he has been involved with Vena Cava appearing in the productions Features of Blown Youth and Gone to Earth.  Kieran has also been involved with the creative development of various shows namely The Pineapple Queen Merde with Norman Price and Lisa O’Neill and The Titus Project with Dan Santangelli.  Short film works include, The Hawk and the Handsaw, Enlighten and Unlucky for which he received a best actor nomination from the Queensland New Filmmakers Awards.

Currently working with director Ben Knapton on Vena Cava’s, Rooms.
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