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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

23 September 2008

Award-winning Australian playwright returns to the stage,

launching a new theatre company and new play

Risk opens 29 October to 15 November 

Co-presented by Metro Arts and Umber Productions

Part of Metro Arts Independents 2008, Brisbane 

www.metroarts.com.au 

Her plays have been published and presented around the world, won industry awards and been translated into French, and now Australian playwright, Elaine Acworth, returns with her newest work, Risk, opening in Metro Arts Independents season on 29 October in Brisbane.

Currently residing in her home town of Brisbane after living in Sydney from 1997 to 2004, Acworth has dedicated the past five years to motherhood.

She eagerly awaits the launch of her latest masterpiece, Risk – a contemporary thriller where theatre, music, sculpture and new media collide in a terrifying world where only the quick-witted and strong-willed survive. 

Acworth’s most prominent and highly praised play, Solitary Animals, debuted with Sydney Theatre Company in 1996 and has since been presented in Brisbane, Darwin, Melbourne and London, with a nomination for the APNC/New York Dramatists Award in 2001 and selection by Courier Mail reviewers as Play of the Year in 1997. 

Risk will simultaneously signal Acworth’s return to theatre making and the launch of her theatre company, Umber Productions, with her husband, Nicholas O’Donnell, where the focus is on nurturing young talent. 

Acworth explains, “Risk is Umber Production’s first play and it contains all the elements we want to develop as a house style: working with non-theatre arts practitioners, affording promising early-career artists the opportunity to expand their practice, and working with limited resources to produce limitless theatre.” 

“Risk incorporates sculptural and puppetry principles and audio-visual technology.  Our aim is to bring to the stage the work of non-theatre arts practitioners - to pursue the widening of theatrical practice,” she said.

“I want to involve non-theatre arts practitioners to introduce new skill sets into theatre and to open new ways of seeing for the audience, cast and crew.

“My hope is that this process will also enrich the practice of these artists.”

Risk is Acworth’s first thriller piece, and she explains the choice of genre allows for the high drama that resonates when the stakes are set at matters of life or death.

The piece is also significant for Acworth because it is her first script in eight years to return to the Queensland landscape she last visited in Composing Venus, which was imbued with the vivid and difficult environment of her mother’s home town, Charters Towers (Composing Venus was the winner of the 1993 George Landon Dann Award, translated into French, read by Comedie Francaise at Vieux Colombier in Paris, and broadcast on national French radio).

Risk is set in a commercial pine plantation some 50 kilometres north of Brisbane CBD where great swathes of bush have been replaced by straight rows of tall pines. Dim, eerie corridors run between the rows and in the distance the freeway cuts through the dark forest.

Amongst the plantation lie two towns, characterised by their separation from other places and in the notion of the ‘stranger friend’, one who is often seen and recognised but unknown. 

Therein lies the risk of forming friendships by necessity rather than trust.  

For media interviews, contact Frances Frangenheim on 0414 510178 or frances@trillcreative.com 

Risk

Part of Metro Arts Independents 2008

Co-presented by Metro Arts and Umber Productions

Written by Elaine Acworth 

Directed by Elaine Acworth and Fraser Corfield

Performed by Sam Clark, Kathryn Marquet, Gavin Ingham, Peter Cossar and Jess Loudon.
Designer: Greg Clarke 

Lighting Designer: Chris Tollefson

Sculptor: Krista Berga 

Sound Designer: Peter Nelson 

Assistant Director: Dave Burton

Fight Director: Nigel Poulton 

Season: 29 October – 15 November, Tuesday to Saturday 7:30pm

Opening Wednesday 29 October 7:30pm

Preview: Tuesday 28 October 7:30pm

Tickets: Adults $20/ Concession $16/ Groups 10+ $16/ Preview $16

Bookings: 07) 3002 7100 or online at www.metroarts.com.au
Artist talk Wednesday 5 November: with the playwright, cast and crew Wednesday 5 November right after the night's performance. An informal chat with independent artists in the theatre, amongst the set, straight after the cast take their final bow. Book online or call (07) 3002 7100

 

RISK – SUMMARY
Risk is a contemporary genre piece of theatre, a thriller with specific horror references, located in a landscape many know and have driven past; a place in which isolation enfolds you in seconds and threat can appear in an instant. At the heart of this landscape is the flight of a youth from his violent and dislocated family – a flight achieved by fantasy, by the creation of another persona for himself: scion of the legendary Kelly’s. Over the course of a single night, this young man is forced to examine the usefulness of his fantastic ‘history’ and eventually leave behind the beliefs and survival tools of his childhood to move onto the more complex, more difficult choices of an adult world. The play gives us a protagonist who has arrived at a crossroads – a place in his life where it is necessary to leave behind the old histories and find new ways of understanding the path ahead, and oneself on it. A vital issue in a country awakening to the notion that the past no longer provides the answers to the future.

RISK PRODUCTION TEAM

Elaine Acworth – Writer, Co-Producer and Co-Director 

Acworth's plays have been produced locally (Queensland Theatre Company, Metro Arts); nationally (Sydney Theatre Company, La Mama, and Darwin Theatre Company), and internationally (Vieux Colombier, Paris, La Didascalie, Paris, Radio France, and the Hackney Empire Studio, London). She is the recipient of several awards, including the George Landon Dann Award (Composing Venus), and a Matilda Award (Solitary Animals); and has been short-listed for the ANPC/New Dramatists Award. Recently, she was unanimously elected to the prestigious French repertoire of L’Association Théâtrales. Her work has been published in Australia and France.

Nicholas O’Donnell – Co-Producer 

O'Donnell has more than 12 years project management experience for local and federal government agencies, NGOs, theatre companies, musicians, bands, and arts, cultural and community festivals and organisations. He is currently the Creative Director of one of Australia's most popular and successful community and lifestyle websites.

Fraser Corfield – Co-Director (with Elaine Acworth)

Fraser is currently the Artistic Director of Backbone Youth Arts and since entering the performing arts industries in 1994 has worked as a director, actor, writer, workshop facilitator and artistic director. Fraser has worked for a range of community arts organisations, councils, educational institutions and private industry. From July 1997 to December 2000 Fraser was the Artistic Associate of La Boite Theatre where he was responsible for coordinating development initiatives operating alongside the main house season. From 2001 to 2003 Fraser had the opportunity to combine skills in community arts and theatre as Artistic Director of Riverland Youth Theatre in South Australia.
Greg Clarke - Designer 

Greg Clarke is one of Queensland’s most accomplished designers. He has worked extensively with many of Brisbane’s leading performing arts companies, including QTC, La Boite and Expressions Dance Company. He has also designed for the Brisbane Festival, Stage X, Playbox, Handspan and the Melbourne Workers Theatre. He currently teaches visual theatre at QUT.

Kathryn Kelly - Dramaturg 

Currently Executive Director of Playlab, Kelly has dramturged shows for LaBoite, Zen Zen Zo, QPAC, Out of the Box Festival, Osmosis (Brisbane), Playbox (Melbourne), Cahoots Theatre Projects and the Theatre Factory (Toronto), ANPC Playwright’s Conference, World Interplay and JUTE Enter Stage Write Program.

Christopher (Tolli) Tollefson - Lighting Design 

Tolli is the Senior Lighting Technician at Queensland Performaing Arts Centre (QPAC). In addition to his responsibilities at QPAC he has designed lighting for a diverse range of productions in Sydney, Melbourne and North Queensland.
Krista Berga - Sculptor  

Berga works across sculpture, drawing, painting, text and installation. She has won or been short-listed for multiple prestigious national awards, including the Archibald Portrait Prize and the Kedumba National Drawing Award. She has undertaken numerous notable commissions, including Un for Burley Katon Halliday’s Republic Building in Darlinghurst, Sydney; Milky Way for Arc Biennial 07; and more recently her work has been installed and exhibited at Brisbane Powerhouse, the State Library of Queensland and QUT. 
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