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MEDIA RELEASE

October, 2009

For immediate release

RED SANCTUARY
Written and Directed by Tamara Whyte

Metro Arts, The Independents 2009

WED 4 – SAT 21 NOVEMBER 

So what is it like living black in Australia?
Have you ever felt like a stranger in your own country?

Do we – Australia – have a sense of who we are? 

Do we have a better sense of who we are and where we come from when traveling through other far-away lands? 

Tamara Whyte’s new interdisciplinary performance work, RED SANCTUARY confronts the audience with these hard-hitting questions from 4th to 21st November as part of Metro Arts’ program, The Independents 2009.

RED SANCTUARY journeys with two young Aboriginal/Islander women as they both embark on an overseas adventure – not only to explore, but to remove themselves from the psychological, physical and cultural dominance of colonial Australia.
Largely based on the writer/director’s own five-year-plus working/traveling stint across parts of Asia and Europe, Whyte explains that while her debut work may be confronting she asks next month’s audience to embrace the opportunity to simply have a good think.

Drawn from her personal experiences both in Australia and abroad, Whyte says the story looks into the lives and travels of two Queensland women, Dawn and Lera, who are fed up with being un-Australian in the Howard/Hanson era of the late 90’s.

“RED SANCTUARY is a contemporary indigenous story, exploring the experiences of urban Aboriginal women”, says Whyte.

“They decide to leave their homeland and travel abroad for a better perspective.
Selected as part of Metro Arts’ The Independents 2009, and featuring a cast of emerging actors (two indigenous and one of Ecuadorian heritage)– Chenoa Deemal, Maria Mejia and Ailsa Walsh - Whyte has created a powerful work that values Aboriginal culture.

“This play gives voice to one of the many Aboriginal perspectives and experiences” and is not trying to represent all Aboriginal experiences.

“Red Sanctuary is a contemporary, sassy take on living black in Australia”, she said.

WHAT:


RED SANCTUARY
EXHIBITION DATES:
WED 4 – SAT 21 NOVEMBER
OFFICIAL OPENING:
WED 4 NOVEMBER @ 6PM

WHERE:

METRO ARTS :: SUE BENNER THEATRE :: 109 Edward St, Brisbane

INFO + BOOKINGS:
07 + 3002 7100 :: www.metroarts.com.au
Over…/2

---Continued from Page One ---

MEDIA NOTE ::

For further information, images and interview opportunities please contact:

ANTHONY McCORMACK




OR
JANE BALKIN

Coordinator, Marketing & Communication

Publicist

Anthony@metroarts.com.au / 07 + 3002 7100
jane@janebalkinpr.com.au / 0419 772 550

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES


Tamara Whyte
Tamara Whyte hails from Brisbane where she spent many days of her formative years wondering if there was something better than life in the northern suburbs.  Having survived adoption and she has gone on to turn the experience of being the black sheep into an art form.  She is of Aboriginal/South Sea Islander descent, with family hailing from far north Queensland.
 
Having completed her studies at QUT in Drama in 1995, she worked for a time in the arts -travelling internationally and working in community theatre in Brisbane.  Sensing the tensions in the late 1990’s she left to travel Australia and Asia.  Living on a mountain in the Far East she began to understand she has always seen her country from foreign eyes within.  Recently, she completed a MA – Indigenous Social Policy and has used this study to further develop her voice as an artist.  
Chenoa Deemal

Chenoa is an emerging Indigenous actress from North QLD.  She graduated in 2005 with an Advanced Diploma from the Aboriginal Centre for the Performing Arts in Brisbane.  Her previous performances have been in The Works of William Shakespeare by Chicks by Leah Pellinkhof as part of the Centre Stage Artist Development Program, Transit by Tamara Whyte for QPIX and Rainbow’s End for Riverside Theatre Company in Sydney.  She has also worked with Leah Purcell on her play Seven Deadly Gins and Theatre of the Oppressed for the QLD Shakespeare Ensemble.  In 2010 Chenoa is headed to New York to attend the TV1 Actors Studio.  
Maria Mejia

Maria graduated with an Advanced Diploma in Screen and Stage Acting from The Actor’s Conservatory in 2008.  She then became involved in the Artist Development Program through Centre Stage Theatre earlier this year in order to further her acting skills and stage craft.  There she performed in her first theatre production, playing the role of Maria in William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, directed by Leah Pellinkhof.   Through ADP, she then went on to perform in her second production with Centre Stage Theatre in The Works of William Shakespeare by Chicks, also written and directed by Leah Pellinkhof.  She played the role of Maria, a tough chick intent on proving William Shakespeare’s genius.  Maria’s next project involvement was in Brisbane’s first ever Short and Sweet Festival, in which she played the character of Lucia in the short play of Five Black Dresses and a Lily, directed by Daniel Atherton.  The play went on to showcase in the festival’s Gala Final. Maria’s goal is to further improve and master her acting skills in theatre projects before moving on to screen work.
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Ailsa Walsh

Ailsa Walsh was born into an Aboriginal and Irish family descent in Waka Waka Country (Ipswich) Queensland. Her grandfather is Kullili in (Quilpie) and her grandmother is of the Liddle (Mornington Island). In 2005, Ailsa was a Freelance Performer as character MC at various corporate venues, 
companies and private functions. She graduated with a Diploma in Acting at the Aboriginal Centre for the Performing Arts (ACPA) in 2008 and participated in various workshops with NIDA during summer 2007. Her performing credits include; Strongbox (Beyond Blue), Which Way- You Choose (QLD Government/ Department of Communities/Sponsored by AFL), Pleasure of Pain (ACPA), In The Raw (ACPA) and Leah Purcell's Reflections  at QPAC in 2007 & an encore season in 2008. Working alongside Leah Purcell, Ailsa wrote her own monologue called Master Piece of Dreaming, on which she performed at corporate venues for NAIDOC Week. For the past year Ailsa has been an independent model in Un-Earthed Productions; Designer Nicholas Donlen for their 2008, 2009 and 2010 collection. In mid 2010 Ailsa is attending New York Film Academy to further her training and experience.
3 / 3



ABN 29 010 100 482  109 Edward Street Brisbane 4000.  GPO Box 24 Brisbane 4001 Australia.

Tel: 07 3002 7100  Fax: 07 3002 7123  Email: info@metroarts.com.au  Website: www.metroarts.com.au

