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MEDIA RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
PERFECTION
Exhibition by Joseph Breikers, Channon Goodwin, Anita Holtsclaw, Daniel McKewen, Marianne Templeton and Tim Woodward
23 April to 10 May – Part of Metro Arts Artistic Program 2008 

PERFECTION – it’s a confident exhibition title, sure to raise an eyebrow or two, which could be the exact intention of the six local contemporary artists opening their new mixed media show at Metro Arts Galleries on 23 April as part of Metro Arts Artistic Program 2008.  
Joseph Breikers, Channon Goodwin, Anita Holtsclaw, Daniel McKewen, Marianne Templeton and Tim Woodward are all young artists building impressive portfolios and all share a common intrigue in the importance of the performative within their art practices. 
On paper, PERFECTION is described as a visual art exhibition but the artists are keen to ‘stage a show’, akin to performance art, but whereby the nature of performance is obscured and the idea of popular entertainment media is explored.   

“The work in PERFECTION might not be what first comes to mind when talking about performance art” says Tim Woodward. “Each artist measures the role of performance in their work quite differently.”

Not particularly interested in a state of perfection at all, the artists in this show are more interested in how this improbable title might highlight the complexities and obscurities of a performed life. 
“As social beings we’re continually readjusting our manner, our character and our actions. It’s the complication of living this ‘performed life’ that PERFECTION hopes to recognise.”  
The artists are experienced at joining forces and pushing artistic boundaries through their artist-run initiative Boxcopy, which aims to engage with experimental and innovative artistic practice and support young and emerging artists.  Through Boxcopy, the artists spent a busy 2007 presenting more than nine group exhibitions in Brisbane and many further afield.  
After their Metro Arts Galleries Program show, their next exhibition is at Melbourne’s 2008 Next Wave Festival in May, which is a major biennial event that presents genre-busting new works by the next wave of Australian artists. 
Boxcopy has been selected by Metro Arts’ new Artist-Run Initiative Program to create a new artist-run gallery in 2008 to showcase new and experimental works by early-career independent artists.  
PERFECTION
Human Action as Performance as Human Behaviour
Exhibition by Joseph Breikers, Channon Goodwin, Anita Holtsclaw, Daniel McKewen, Marianne Templeton and Tim Woodward
Part of Metro Arts 2008 Artistic Program   
Opening Wednesday 23 April 6 - 8pm  {  Artist Talk Wednesday 30 April 6pm  {  Exhibition 23 April to 10 May 
Metro Arts Galleries Level 2, 109 Edward Street, Brisbane  {  Monday to Friday 10am to 4:30pm, Saturday 2 to 5pm 

For media interviews, please contact Anthony McCormack, Coordinator Marketing and Communication at anthony@metroarts.com.au or (07) 3002 7100.  
PERFECTION (short blurb)
Presenting the divergent nature of performance within the work of six emerging Brisbane artists, PERFECTION locates performance as an irregular junction between artists, mediums and art forms. Whether existing as a prominent concern, or as a concealed process, to each artist performance becomes a method at hand in negotiating the world. 

ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES 

Joseph Breikers
Joseph Breikers is a Brisbane-based artist who works across a wide range of media. His interest lies in the many social forms that exist to accommodate our desire to engage in certain regressive behaviours or act out a kind of persistent adolescence. His works aims to explore these social forms, or outlets, and their relationship to the role of humour in current contemporary art practice. Group exhibitions include I Want to Believe (TC Bierne Centre), 2006 (The Block), and Exercises in Freedom (Queensland State Library). Solo exhibitions include Leatherneck (Boxcopy Contemporary Art Space), Thick as Thieves: Never Let the Truth Stand In the Way Of A Good Story (Hervey Bay Regional Gallery). Joseph Breikers holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts – Honours (Visual Arts) from Queensland University of Technology (2006).  

Channon Goodwin
Channon Goodwin completed a Bachelor of Visual Arts with Honours in 2006 and is currently undertaking a Master of Research at Queensland University of Technology. His main research concern involves the idea of transforming everyday ‘time-wasting’ practices into useful activities through making them into artworks. His art practice employs digital video as its primary medium due to the inherent qualities of immediacy, ease, portability and the capacity to edit and mix footage. He has shown in both individual and group exhibition, nationally and internationally, and co-directs a local art space in an attempt to support emerging artists. 

Anita Holtsclaw
Anita Holtsclaw is a Brisbane-based contemporary artist who creates predominately video-performance and photographic work. Holtsclaw’s artistic practice seeks to critically examine and creatively explore cinematic constructions of femininity, which are sometimes assumed to no longer be active, within a post-filmic culture. The works she produces aim to critically examine ideas of designing and writing the self through the language and foundational visual signifiers of film. The video performances explore how the various codes of film and screen-based practices work to establish a range of narratives and visual languages. Anita Holtsclaw has recently received an Australian Post-Graduate Award Scholarship and is currently undertaking a Doctor of Philosophy at the Queensland University of Technology. She holds both a first class honours (2006) and Bachelor of Fine Art with Distinction (2005) in Visual Art. Her work has been exhibited nationally since 2002 and is held in private collections. 

Daniel McKewen
Daniel McKewen's artwork examines the ubiquitous and influential nature of celebrity and popular culture. Working primarily in the medium of digital video, he appropriates and reconfigures elements of film and television media to examine how mass-media constructs and perpetuates the celebrity myth. In exploring his own love/hate relationship with pop culture and the celebrity industry, Daniel's work displays how celebrities function both as a public spectacle and as bearers of our own individual hopes, fears and desires. Daniel was exhibited in the IMA's Fresh Cut exhibition in 2006 and 2007, as well as IDAp exhibitions in Beijing in 2007 and 2008.  A founding member of the Boxcopy artist-run initiative, he completed a Bachelor in Fine Arts with Honours in 2006, and is currently working towards a PhD also at Queensland University of Technology.   

Marianne Templeton
Marianne Templeton (b.1985) is interested in a lot of things, perhaps too many. Her work reflects a continued engagement with popular and sub cultures, as well as an eclectic approach to style and humour. In her attempt to amuse and distract, she enlists drawing, painting, installation and new media. She is also an arts writer whose reviews and short articles have appeared in local arts magazines. In 2006 she completed a Bachelor of Fine Art (Visual Art) with Honours at Queensland University of Technology. Marianne is a founding member of Boxcopy and currently lives and works in London. 

Tim Woodward
Forever in search of optimistic ends, Tim Woodward’s work negotiates and interprets the terms and conditions of everyday living. Following his own protocols in addressing this immediate world, his work presents an unconventional assembly of goals and desires, located within the most common moments of production, exchange, and consumption. Tim works primarily with sculptural mediums, as well as photography and drawing. In 2006 he completed a Bachelor of Fine Art (Visual Art) with Honours at Queensland University of Technology. He received the Eyeline Visual Arts Award this same year. He has exhibited nationally in solo and group exhibitions, and is currently completing a public art project in Brisbane. 
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