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Micro-Trip: 7 tiny plays, 70 tiny minutes, take a trip

Metro Arts Independents 2007

Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts 11 – 29 July  

The first Metro Arts’ Independents play for 2007, Micro-Trip, will take audiences on a fast-paced and over-sized comical journey of seven new short plays in seventy tiny minutes, opening 11 July at the Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts. 

Presented by Metro Arts, Sean Dennehy and Jo Thomas, Micro-Trip showcases new works by Australian playwrights, including Dennehy and Brisbane-based writer and director, Shaun Charles, who has previously presented The Understudy and Post Office Rose at Metro Arts and most recently adapted Andrew McGaghan’s Last Drinks at La Boite. 

Other playwrights include Nick Backstrom, Dan Evans, Adam Gelin, Brendan Glanville, and Sally Rodda, whose short plays are set to take audiences on an over-sized journey into that little funny place in their small intestines.  

Micro-Trip will take a little look at Catholic confessionals, house parties, domestic confrontations, chance meetings, dating disasters, and 12-minute strolls along Fortitude Valley’s colourful Brunswick Street. 

Co-producer, Jo Thomas, who confesses the smallest achievement in her life was learning how to fold origami paper cranes, helped source the works from local playwrights to showcase some of the newest writing coming out of Brisbane. 

“We wanted to create a fast-paced and fun environment to showcase some of the newest and most exciting Australian short works for the stage,” Thomas says.

“Micro-Trip is all about presenting short, sharp and silly stories that tackle some of the bigger issues of our everyday lives, like how to live with a flatmate you really want as your lover; or how to go from a hum drum existence to world domination in one day.” 

Thomas and Dennehy are not only co-producing Micro-Trip (and for Dennehy, writing one of the pieces) but are also both acting in the show, along with Nick Backstrom, Delene Butland, and Nigel Poulton. 

Thomas has worked in various theatre roles and her film and television credits include guest roles on Medivac and Neighbours, various short films and TV commercials, and the feature films In My Image and Talk, which was shown in Cannes. 

Dennehy has appeared in television shows including All Saints, White Collar Blue, Home & Away, Fox Kids and The Team, plus countless TV commercials. Theatre credits include For The Birds (Old Fitzroy) Seems Like Yesterday (Kooemba Jdarra), Hamlet (Darlinghurst), Zoo-Illogical (Schnapperhead) and Valley People (MAP).

MICRO-TRIP

Season: 11 - 29 July, Wed-Sat 7.30pm; Sun 5.30pm 

Venue: Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts 109 Edward Street Brisbane 

Tickets: Adult: $15/ Conc and Groups 10: $10 

Bookings: www.metroarts.com.au or (07) 3002 7100
SEVEN TINY PLAYS, SEVENTY TINY MINUTES

Kale & Verona: The trials of a man and a woman living together, as flatmates or lovers? Local writer Brendan Glanville puts sit-com on stage.

Grace is a disturbingly dark comedy from Shaun Charles. Grace is throwing a party to show her friends she is coping with a tragic loss but it’s not quite the celebration everyone was expecting.

It’s Hot: An award winning screen-play translated beautifully to the stage. Two mysterious con-men meet on a bridge on a sweltering hot day. Written by Sean Dennehy.  

Ten Commandments: A satirical look at the Catholic confessional. Three performers, two sinners, one priest.  Written by Sally Rodda 

Moving Fast: One man’s journey from hum-drum to world domination. A day may be a long time in politics; ten minutes can be even longer. Written by Adam Gelin.

In the Park: The joys of dating in the modern world. Two 30-somethings discuss un-dates, the confusions of communication and the horror of being mistaken for a paedophile. Written by Nick Backstrom 

A Trip Down Brunswick – Local writer Dan Evans takes us on the trip of a lifetime in less than 12 minutes.  The sights, the sounds, the stories, the sexualities that are Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley!

CAST AND CREW

The Company: Nick Backstrom, Delene Butland, Sean Dennehy, Nigel Poulton, Jo Thomas 

The Playwrights: Nick Backstrom, Shaun Charles, Sean Dennehy, Dan Evans, Adam Gelin, Brendan Glanville 

Sound design by Brian Cavanagh 

Lighting design by Geoff Squires 

Set design by Kitty Taube
CAST/CREWS’ MICRO-MOMENTS

Good things come in small packages. What is the best small thing you've every received? 

Sean Dennehy: My daughter, Isla, of course. 

Jo Thomas: A sincere compliment

Nick Backstrom: A tiny little note one of my ESL students gave me. He was a little Korean boy of about 12. He could barely write English when we started but by the end he was confident enough to write me a note of thanks and he folded it into a tiny little package and gave it to me when I saw him and his group off at the airport.

Helen Godfrey (Stage Manager): The best small thing I have received was a New York  badge from a friend after her visit to New York…is amazing to see the  NYC skyline on something no larger than 2cmx2cm!

What is the smallest achievement of your life?

Sean: I once managed to beat the school record (unofficial, well it was just between me and David Malone) for the most number of live bee’s trapped in a jar. 

Jo: Learning how to fold origami paper cranes.

Nick: Tying my own shoes. The first bit was easy, but it took me a long time to work out how to tie the loops. But now I've been doing it for years.

Helen: Getting up in the morning!

If you were to be a tiny animal what would it be and why?

Sean: A small fish in a big pond

Jo: A tiny green tree frog - I would like to be a protected species

Nick: A platypus. One waved at me once in the wild, and I think it was some sort of recognition.

Helen: I would be a hummingbird - beautiful and exotic, and can fly really fast without looking like its putting in much effort!

ACTOR BIOGRAPHIES 

Sean Dennehy has appeared in TV shows including All Saints, White Collar Blue, Home & Away, Fox Kids and The Team, plus countless TV commercials. Theatre credits include For The Birds (Old Fitzroy) Seems Like Yesterday (Kooemba Jdarra), Hamlet (Darlinghurst), Zoo-Illogical (Schnapperhead) and Valley People (MAP). Directing in theatre include the second and third series of Valley People at the Judith Wright Centre of Contemporary Art and Mania for the Brisbane Festival Theatre Fringe @ Metro Arts. He is Artistic Director for Actors not Waiters Theatre Company and has written, acted in and produced two award-winning short films it’s hot and sean and has two more in pre-production for 2007. Acting feature film credits include Alien Cargo (U.S.) Streetfighter, Mr Reliable and an upcoming role in the Australian feature The Passage, plus award winning short film projects.

After extensive training in Brisbane, Sydney, London and Los Angeles in Method, (Strasberg and Meisner), Practical Aesthetics and specialist film-work, he now teaches his own “method” at Metro Arts as well as freelancing for Backbone Youth Arts, Academy of Screen Performance, Actors Conservatory, Actors Centre (London) and various regional arts council workshops. Sean also heads a corporate (arts based) team building company and is a member of Biz Arts Makers at Metro Arts.

Jo Thomas’ film and television credits include guest roles on Medivac and Neighbours, various short films and TV commercials, and the feature films In My Image and Talk, which was shown in Cannes. Theatrically, Jo’s roles include Michelle in the Queensland Premiere of The Boys and Alienate Your Teapot for Commotion Theatre Company. Jo spent a number of months with Shakespeare & Company in the USA and she is a graduate of the University of Southern Queensland and the Queensland University of Technology. Jo has been seen on stage in the musical Brave New World Order at the Brisbane Powerhouse, the Greek Tragedy Trachinian Women for Harvest Rain, and for the past three years played Twottie each month in the Brisbane Powerhouse shows TitBits and Show Us Yer Bits. Jo received an Arts Queensland grant to develop a new piece of theatre titled A Void, which was showcased at La Boite. Jo has also been doing animation voice-over work and producing for Actors’ Centre Australia, Queensland Music Festival and the Brisbane Festival. Her Mistress of Ceremonies work includes the Spiegeltent for the Queensland Music Festival, the Brisbane Cabaret Festival and the BCC ‘Senior Idol’ series. Jo was the Producer of the inaugural Brisbane Festival Theatre Fringe @ Metro Arts.

Nigel Poulton brings interesting experience to the cast as a choreographer, movement specialist, and actor, with expertise in classical, historical and theatrical swordplay, kinaesthetic movement processes and combat systems. He has worked internationally over the last eight years, is a registered Instructor, Fight Director and the Vice-President of the Society of Australian Fight Directors Inc., has been certified with the British Academy of Dramatic Combat and is a classically trained fencer under the tutorship of Maestri Ramon and Jeanette Martinez of New York City. He has acted in theatre and films and his most recent choreography credits include, amongst others, the New York City Ballet (2007), The Bell Shakespeare Company (Company Fight Director since 2003), Washington Opera Company (2002 tour of Japan), Circus Oz, Sydney Theatre Company, and Opera Australia. 

Nick Backstrom graduated from USQ’s Acting strand in 1998. He was last seen in triumphant productions of The Tempest and Amadeus as part of 4MBS’ Classic Musical Festival. Before that, he has appeared in, amongst other plays, Anne of the Thousand Days, (Crossbow) The Trial (Grin and Tonic), A Streetcar named Desire, The Cherry Orchard and 2003 and 2005’s Young Playwrights Awards, (Queensland Theatre Company), and The Taming of the Shrew. In film, he was in Ascension, Her worst crime, Inspector Gadget II, In My Image, Broughton’s Dream ,Miss You, Black Fury and the initial 48 hour film project Australian winner, Wasabi Love. He also helped to establish Zone Theatre for Children, appearing in Grimms’ Children, and directing and acting in Boundaries, and helped to direct @Play’s acclaimed The Bathroom Diaries.
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