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MEDIA RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OCTOBER 2006

Metamorphoses

8 - 25 November 2006

Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts, Brisbane

Presented by Metro Arts and the Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble

Are you game to face your shadows?

Journey through the rich darkness of our mythological heritage

Making the words of a Roman poet from 100AD relevant to an audience in 2006 is a challenge the Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble is confident in tackling in their upcoming production, Metamorphoses, opening November 8 at Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts. 

British poet laureate, Ted Hughes (1930 – 1998), is the man who breathed new life into Roman poet Ovid’s most influential work, Metamorphosis, which sets down the myths of early Western civilisation and explores the power of passion to transform human lives. 

The Brisbane-based Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble chose Hughes’ translation, Tales From Ovid, as their first non-Shakespearean work because it allowed the company to draw on their understanding of the role of classical text in contemporary society.

Talented local director Leah Mercer explains, "I was drawn to this piece not only for Hughes' translation, which is at once accessible, graphic and quite beautiful, but because I wanted to explore why these ancient myths remain relevant.

“If mythology reflects elements of our nature that we would rather deny, I was interested in exploring ways of casting light on what usually remains in shadow.
“Metamorphoses (or multiple transformations) celebrates the transformative power of human passion. We want the audience to ask themselves, “Do I have the passion to face my shadows and transform myself?”
Physical explorations of Shakespeare’s plays are not new to QSE, whose more experimental works have included highly physically stylised productions such as Pericles (2003), directed by Ira Seidenstein, and The Madness of King Lear, directed by Stephen Daniels (2005). 

QSE has also used broad physical characterisation and physical comedy in previous productions, including their acclaimed re-gendered Comedy of Errors (2005).

The creative team combines Mercer’s directorial vision with the vocal expertise of Rob Pensalfini and the physical theatre training skills of Jo Loth; and will feature the core company members in a plethora of roles. 

“I am pleased to see QSE at the vanguard of experimental productions of Shakespeare - and other theatre - here in Queensland and eagerly await their next offering.” – Nigel Munro Wallis, 612 ABC Radio

Director: Leah Mercer / Vocal Coach: Rob Pensalfini  / Movement director: Jo Loth
Featuring Eileen Conway, Christina Koch, Jo Loth, Tamara Meade, Rob Pensalfini and Mark Tsang
Metamorphoses 

8 - 25 November, Wednesday – Saturday 8pm; Saturdays 2pm matinees

Tickets: $25 Adult/ $15 Conc./ $15 groups of 10+

Bookings: (07) 3002 7100 or www.metroarts.com.au 

Media queries: Contact Frances Frangenheim, Manager Marketing and Communication, Metro Arts on (07) 3002 7100 or frances@metroarts.com.au 
SHORT BLURB: 
Metamorphoses 

Cast light on your shadows if you dare! 
Metamorphoses is a thrilling offering from Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble, a company which has built its reputation on transforming complex texts into exciting and easily accessible performances. 
This, their first non-Shakespearean work, combines the rich darkness of mythological tales with the insightful direction of local artist Leah Mercer, resulting in a powerful theatrical experience.
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