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MEDIA RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 27 August 2007

BRISBANE ARTISTS AIM TO CULTIVATE A POWERFUL LOCAL MUSIC THEATRE SCENE

Of Our Own Volition – opening 3 October, Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts

Part of Metro Arts’ 2007 Independents 
Two Brisbane musicians and playwrights are focused on cultivating a powerful music theatre industry in Brisbane and, to demonstrate, will present their new humorous music theatre piece, Of Our Own Volition, opening Wednesday 3 October at Sue Benner Theatre as part of Metro Arts’ 2007 Independents season.
Katy Forde and Aleathea Monsour, who together make up their company, Spangled Drongo Productions, aim to create music theatre with great songs and an engaging Australian storyline that explores the best in the human spirit.
The duo believe a powerful and enormous musical theatre industry can be cultivated right here in Brisbane and attract people from around Australia and the world. 
Forde says, “There are so many Brisbane musicians and writers making musicals at the moment, and there is a hell of a lot of support for musicals from the Brisbane public”.

“I think together we can put Brisbane on the map as the place to go for wild new music theatre.”

Spangled Drongo Productions created the new work independently with Forde writing the libretto (script and lyrics) and Monsour the music. Bridget Boyle will direct the piece, with musical direction from Gary Nunn.  
Of Our Own Volition shows what happens when horror meets humour and explores the darker side of humanity through the use of ‘real’ ghost stories from Old Melbourne Gaol and Boggo Road. 
Spangled Drongo ask: what drives someone to do something violent? When someone lashes out or takes a life, are they driven by blind passion and madness, or do they sometimes make the choice to kill with a calculated disinterest, completely of their own volition? 
In writing the musical, Forde confesses that while she isn’t scared of murder and crime stories, she is terrified of ghost yarns and had a difficult time writing the musical alone at home. 
“I couldn’t write it by myself alone in the house. I had to go over to friend’s places, or over to my mum and dad’s. I kept thinking something was standing behind me.” 
Cory, a call-centre operator by day and a geeky ‘ghost hunter’ by night, convinces his long-suffering girlfriend to join him for an all-night ghost hunt at a deserted old prison. Cory has every gadget under the sun for sensing paranormal activity (air ion counters, white noise recorders, thermal sensor guns). Tonight, for the first time, the gadgets start working. 

The story is told with cutting edge sound technology, songs, humour and suspense.
Of Our Own Volition
3 to 20 October, 7:30pm

Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts, 109 Edward Street, Brisbane
Featuring Aleathea Monsour, Rob Balbuziente, Paul Careless

Director Bridget Boyle

Musical Director Gary Nunn

Musicians Gary Nunn, Linus Monsour, Erin Murphy
Tickets: Adult $16/ Conc. $14/ Group $12 (10 or More) 

Bookings: (07) 3002 7100 or online at  www.metroarts.com.au
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