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Blueprints for a New Topiary

Mark Titmarsh, Reuben Keehan and Damiano Bertoli
Metro Arts Galleries 16 May – 2 June

Part of the Metro Arts Galleries Program 2007

In Blueprints for a New Topiary, three artists from interstate will explore the expansion of painting into the third dimension in a collaborative exhibition, opening 6pm Wednesday 16 May at Metro Arts Galleries in Brisbane. 
Sydney-based artists Mark Titmarsh and Reuben Keehan, along with Melbourne-based artist Damiano Bertoli will exhibit their individual ideas for a new way of shaping paintings into a three-dimensional contemporary form. 

Titmarsh explains of the exhibition, “Painting has always tested its own boundaries, evolving from cave paintings, to frescoes on walls in Renaissance churches, to modern portable easel paintings.”

“We are keen to push the shape-shifting tendency of painting further, to explore dimensional aspects with works that go beyond aesthetics and towards political and philosophical activism.”

All three artists are activated by this focus; Keehan is also the curator for Artspace in Sydney; Titmarsh is represented by Bellas Milani Gallery and is co director of Loose Projects, an artist run gallery space in Sydney; and Bertoli was a recent recipient of an Australia Council Overseas Studio Residency in Milan, and is currently a committee member of Ocular Lab Inc., a Melbourne artist run gallery space. 

The three artists have previously collaborated on ‘1, 2, 3, 4’ publications and this exhibition, now in planning for several years, is the first time they have exhibited together. 

The artists take inspiration from modernist artists like Vladimir Tatlin and El Lissitsky who pushed painting into the realm of sculpture and Situationists like Guy Debord and Conceptual Artists like Ian Burn who tied changes in artistic form to philosophical and political agendas. 

They also make a reference to the 1980s, which was a time when many painters abandoned painting to develop a new form that eventually became known as installation art. Much installation art since then has retained the sensibilities of painting, such as a sense for composition, colour, space, and idea, but recast in a new spatial form.  

An Artist Talk will be held on Thursday 17 May at noon to discuss the artists’ approach to their collaborative exhibition. 

Opening: Wednesday 16 May 6-8pm

Exhibition:16 May - 2 June

Artist Talk: Thursday 17 May 12noon

Metro Arts Galleries Level 2,  109 Edward Street, Brisbane

P: (07) 3002 7100      W: www.metroarts.com.au

For media interviews or more information, please contact 

Monday - Wednesday: Frances Frangenheim, Manager Marketing and Communication, Metro Arts on (07) 300 27100 or frances@metroarts.com.au

Thursday - Friday: Anthony McCormack, Assistant Marketing and Communication, Metro Arts on (07) 3002 7100 or anthony@metroarts.com.au
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