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MEDIA RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

5 November 2007
New physical theatre show debuts in Brisbane before embarking on international tour

All Aboard - Nietzsche meets Thomas the Tank Engine

14 November – 1 December, Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts

Part of the Metro Arts Independents 2007

Itinerant, award-winning performing artist Tom Greder has chosen his second home, Australia, to debut his newly worked stage show, All Aboard, as part of the Metro Arts Independents before it commences an international tour; it opens November 14 at Metro Arts. 

This production signals a full circle for Greder and Brisbane-based director and actor Scott Witt, who first worked together at Metro Arts in 1995 on their independent play, Mondays. It was Greder’s first solo stage show and Witt’s debut as a director. 

Now 12 years on, Greder, who is based in his birth country of Switzerland, returns to Australia from the European touring circuit to rework his physical theatre piece, All Aboard, with Witt into a polished one-man production suitable for a theatre stage.

The newly developed All Aboard will then tour Australia, including to Woodford Folk Festival and WA Circus Festival, before heading off-shore to Brazil, Japan and throughout Europe.   
All Aboard is a skilled and delightfully profound parody of the human condition, exploring the whole wide circle of life and death, wisdom and ignorance, laughter and tears, and draws upon Greder’s years of travel waiting for trains to unknown destinations. 

Greder takes the audience on a poetic and hilarious voyage into the great unknown, drawing a sublimely comic parallel between the joy and despair of train journeys and life itself.
“This piece is essentially about the series of arrivals and departures that dot our lives and the choice that connect them,” says Greder. 

“I was inspired to write it through my 20 years of travel and the innumerable lonesome hours spent on those wonderful melting pots called ‘platforms’.”
Greder (www.tomoskar.com) has 19 years experience traveling the world as a professional actor and comedian, presenting his solo acts and clown duo, Oskar & Strudel, to the European festivals and weaving comedy and physical skills together. 

He trained as a circus artist and contemporary clown at The Circus Space and Ecole Philippe Gaulier, London, and has independently produced solo and group circus, theatre, cabaret and street theatre performances as well as collaborations with national and international circus, theatre, dance and film companies. 

All Aboard will be directed by Scott Witt, who has been working in stage, television and film for over 20 years and in that time he has been acting, fight directing, directing and or clowning for Queensland Theatre Company, La Boite Theatre, Zen Zen Zo, Bell Shakespeare, Queensland Performing Arts Trust, Kooemba Jdarra, Opera Queensland, Queensland Ballet, Grin & Tonic Theatre Troupe, JUTE, numerous television shows and many independent feature and short films. 
For media interviews and images, please contact Frances Frangenheim, Manager, Marketing and Communication on (07) 3002 7100 or frances@metroarts.com.au 
ALL ABOARD

Directed by Scott Witt

Created, written and performed by Tom Greder
Design by Jonathan Oxlade 

Lighting design by Andrew Meadows

Sound design by Chrischi Weber
Stage management by Rachel Butler

14 November - 1 December (Wednesday - Saturday 7:30pm)

Preview Tuesday 13 November 7.30pm $12

Sue Benner Theatre

Metro Arts, 109 Edward Street, Brisbane

Tickets: Adult $20/ Conc. $16/ Group Bookings (10 or More) $12

Bookings: (07) 3002 7100 or online at www.metroarts.com.au
ABN 29 010 100 482  109 Edward Street Brisbane 4000.  GPO Box 24 Brisbane 4001 Australia.
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