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MEDIA RELEASE 
For immediate release 14 April 2008

Magda’s Fascination with Wax Cats
Award-winning young playwright brings new play home to Queensland

Rave reviews and industry awards have paved the path to Brisbane’s door for Magda’s Fascination with Wax Cats – to be presented for the first time in the playwright’s home state when it opens as part of Metro Arts Independents on 23 April. 

Written by young award-winning Queensland playwright, Maxine Mellor, the script has been described by the Sydney Morning Herald as “rich and rhythmic” and was the winner of the 2005 George Landen Dann Award presented by the Queensland Theatre Company. 

Mellor is excited for the opportunity to team up with Metro Arts and local production company, The Forward Movement, to bring her play to a Brisbane stage for the first time. 

“Since its warm reception at the first ever reading by Queensland Theatre Company in 2005, I've always wanted to see Magda's... as a production in Brisbane,” says Mellor.

“It just feels right somehow; maybe it's because the place Magda really inhabits - her mind - was first laid out, explored and chartered right here in Brisbane by a band of loving and enthusiastic adventurers.”

‘Magda’s Fascination with Wax Cats’ is about the incident of a murder in a small country town witnessed by a teenage girl. It is a wild ride through feral country filtered through Magda’s foggy glasses. It is poetic and unpleasant, sensual and scary and puts a beautiful frame around a brutal life. It is a play for escapists, curious cats and anyone who’s ever run away with their imagination until reality catches up.

The play has undergone considerable script rewrites and creative development and caught the intrigue of The Forward Movement who produced another of Mellor’s plays in Metro Arts Independents in 2005. 


Young Queensland actors, Anthony Standish and Leesa Connelly, make up The Forward Movement and are both acting in the play as well as producing it.  

“We have had Magda’s… in our heads as a show we wanted to get up on its feet since we presented Maxine’s Little Hitler’s Ode to an Austrian Bentwood at Metro Arts in 2005,” says Standish, who is regularly cast in Queensland Theatre Company productions as well as film and television projects.

“We really respect Maxine as a writer and see Magda’s as an interesting and disturbing yet beautiful story about an anti-hero.

“Maxine, Leesa and I all grew up in Caboolture so we can all identify with the play’s small town rural setting.”
Aside from this production, The Forward Movement is also working on actor and playwright Hayden Spencers Zoo-illogical for QPAC, a tour with Qld Arts Council of the same show in 2009 and will work on a new script by Sven Swenson in Metro Arts’ Creative Development Festival 2008 in June. 

The Forward Movement was created in 2003 with the aim to engage established and early-career artists in productions of quality new work. Productions have included The Laramie Project (co-production with Springboard Theatre Company, 2007; nominated for Matilda Awards), Sven Swensons double bill, Heavenly Bodies and Beautiful Souls (2006), and Little Hitler’s Ode to an Austrian Bentwood.  
For interviews, please contact Anthony McCormack, Coordinator Marketing and Communication on (07) 3002 7100 or Anthony@metroarts.com.au 

Magda’s Fascination with Wax Cats

23 April – 10 May  Wednesday – Saturday 7.30pm 
Preview Tuesday 22 April 7.30pm 

SUE BENNER THEATRE Metro Arts 109 Edward Street Brisbane

Written by Maxine Mellor

Directed by Daniel Murphy
Featuring Leesa Connelly, Nelle Lee, Kevin Spink, Anthony Standish 
Tickets Adults $20 / Concession $16 / Groups 10+ $12 / Preview $12

Bookings: (07) 3002 7100 or online www.metroarts.com.au
CAST and CREW BIOGRAPHIES

Maxine Mellor (playwright)
Maxine is a three-time winner of Queensland Theatre Company’s Young Playwright’s Awards; Stuck (2001), Boy Slaughter (2002), and Little Hitler’s Ode to an Austrian Bentwood (2003), and won Queensland Theatre Company’s George Landen Dann Award for Magda’s Fascination with Wax Cats (2005). In 2003, Maxine wrote The Cicada Movement as part of QTC's Emerging Writers Network, and in 2006-2008 was Associate Writer with the company where she wrote Fading Franky Knight with Wooden Eyes Watching / Handicraft. She was selected to attend The International Festival of Young Playwrights (World Interplay) in 2005 where she developed Blood Red High Heels Dancing on the Street. Maxine's work has had several productions by Independent theatre companies in Brisbane, and Australia wide, with the 2005 production of Little Hitler's Ode to an Austrian Bentwood earning her a Playlab / Matilda Award for Best New Independent Work for Performance. In 2006-2007, Maxine was the Associate Resident Artist of Interplay, helping to produce Youth Interplay 2006, Interplay's Online Festival, the 2007 World Interplay Festival, and Brisbane Interplay 2007. Magda's Fascination with Wax Cats is being produced as part of Metro Arts Independent program in April 2008 – its Brisbane debut after the 2006 Syndey production by the Australian Theatre for Young People.

Maxine's work is published in The Australian Script Centre's collections 5 and 6, and in an anthology titled Independent Brisbane published by Playlab Press.

Daniel Murphy (director) 

Best known to the Brisbane theatre scene as an actor, this is Daniel’s first go around

as a director. He hopes he hasn’t damaged the cast too badly. Acting credits include THE LARAMIE PROJECT for The Forward Movement; RED CAP, THE DANCE OF JEREMIAH, THE FINAL BOW, THERE GOES THE NEIGHBOURHOOD and THE TEMPEST (La Boîte Theatre Company); HAMLET, THE WORKS (2000, 2001, 2003, 2004 & 2007), AWAY (20th Anniversary National Tour), HITCHCOCK BLONDE, THE REAL INSPECTOR HOUND/BLACK COMEDY, THE FOREST, TAMING OF THE SHREW and THREE SISTERS (Queensland Theatre Company); BUTTERFLIES OVER THE SEA OF JAPAN (duende); HOW ABOUT IT?

(Short Comings Productions); YARNIN’ UP (Kooemba Jdarra: National Tour & Keochang Festival Korea); LOVE’S LABOUR’S LOST (Harvest Rain); CHEAPSIDE, JERUSALEM, THE MISANTHROPE and OLEANNA (green); BOADICEA (QFF); THE KING AND THE CORPSE (Matrix); PHANTOAD OF THE OPERA and SHERWOODSTOCK (Toadshow/QPAT); TOMFOOLERY (Stagebox Theatre Co) and many others.
Film, television and voice credits include the animated children’s series FARMKIDS, COOL, PAPERBACK HERO, FLIPPER, PACIFIC DRIVE, FIRE II, THE TANKER INCIDENT, THE EINSTEIN CODE, TIME TRAX, and several pilots and short films. While voicing the title character in the children’s film THE REAL MACAW he became possibly the first person ever to play both the pet shop owner and the dead parrot in the same scene. He has also written plays, TV scripts and the distressingly intermittent comic PLATINUM GRIT, a cult favourite amongst many of the several people who’ve heard of it.
He received a Matilda Award in 1996 for OLEANNA and La Boîte’s THERE GOES THE NEIGHBOURHOOD, and another in 2005 for playing Alfred Hitchcock in HITCHCOCK BLONDE. In a padded suit.
Anthony Standish (actor and producer, The Forward Movement)
For The Forward Movement, Anthony has appeared in Little Hitler’s Ode to an Austrian Bentwood (Metro Independent’s 05) and has been involved as a producer in Heavenly Bodies and Beautiful Souls by Sven Swenson (Springboard/Forward Movement, 06) and The Laramie Project (Powerhouse/Springboard/Forward Movement, 07). 

Other theatre credits include American Buffalo, The Woman Before, Puss in Boots, A Property of the Clan and The Caucasion Chalk Circle (Queensland Theatre Company), A Midsummer Night’s Dream and The Tempest (4MBS), Omon Ra (Restaged Histories/Powerhouse/Adelaide Fringe 06), What Simon Said (Markwell Presents), Zoo-Illogical (Currumbin Sanctuary/Kite Theatre), Murder on the Nile and Return to the Forbidden Planet (Starbuck Promotions). 

Film and television credits include Sea Patrol 2, Shorn, Through Different Eyes and The Great Raid.
Leesa Connely (actor and producer, The Forward Movement) 

Leesa is an actor, as well as part of the producing team that makes up The Forward Movement, which was established in 2003 by Hayden Spencer and Carita Farrer. She will play Ellie in Magda’s Fascination with Wax Cats. Recent acting credits include The Laramie Project, Beautiful Souls (Forward Movement/Springboard Theatre Company) Little Hitlers Ode to an Austrian Bentwood, Cicada Movement - reading (Forward Movement/Metro Arts) Burn (MAP/QUT), Murder on the Nile, Return to the Forbidden Planet (Stagedoor Dinner Theatre) Blackrock, Chamber Music (KSP Theatre). Leesa studied drama at QUT.  

Kevin Spink (actor)

Kevin studied A-level Theatre and English literature at Upper Avon School in the United Kingdom. His theatre credits include Beautiful (And Moor Theatre), The Laramie Project (Forward Movement), A Mid-Summers Nights Dream (4MBS – Classic Players), Dracula, Romeo and Juliet (Zen Zen Zo Theatre co), The Full Monty (Likety-Split), Duchess of Malfi (Trocadero Productions), The Tempest (Brisbane Arts), Flame (Logan City Theatre), 12th Night (Salisbury youth theatre). Film credits include Mullet Apocalypse, Simon Says, Sweet FA, and Notation (QPIX). Kevin is currently working on the development of a new work with the Restaged Histories project.

Nelle Lee (actor) 

Since graduating with a BTA majoring in Acting from USQ in 2004, Nelle Lee has been working in and around Brisbane as an actor and voice over artist. In 2005 she toured nationally with Strut n Frets production of Newton's Law and in 2006 was a part of the critically acclaimed Works of William Shakespeare (By Chicks).  Other theatre credits include A Property of the Clan with Queensland Theatre Company, and Harvest Rains Alice which she received a De'larte Award for. Along with theatre work, Nelle also has worked on a number of professional film and TV productions as well as various short films around Brisbane . In 2007 she debuted in Brisbane as a writer with her short play Moving playing at The Judith Wright Centre. As a professional voice over artist, Nelle can be heard on Brisbane radio stations and in various animations and children's series. During the week Nelle is busy educating the youth of Brisbane with shake & stir theatre co, taking classes, organising workshops and performing in touring shows.
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