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Wall drawing installations bring Melbourne artist home to Brisbane

Observatory Space: A Work in Progress

Solo exhibition by Lucy Griggs

15 October to 1 November 2008, Metro Arts Galleries

It’s been five years since Melbourne-based visual artist, Lucy Griggs, was resident at Metro Arts and on 15 October she returns to her exact studio space – now the Metro Arts Galleries – to open her new installation performance exhibition, Observatory Space: A Work in Progress. 

Since her 12-month stint as Metro Arts artist in residence in 2003, Lucy has based herself in Melbourne and completed her Masters of Visual Arts (1st Class Honours) at the Victorian College of Arts, held numerous solo and group exhibitions, and accepted three arts prizes.

Her work is also held in private and public collections, including the City of Melbourne and Gadens Lawyers in Brisbane. 

Observatory Space in Metro Arts Galleries’ intimate Gallery 2 space will present a new way forward for Lucy’s art practice.

Mostly known for her exquisite fable-inspired acrylic on canvas paintings, Lucy’s newfound focus is on wall drawing installations inspired by magic realism and evolving as A WORK in progress.

Observatory Space will be exhibited from 15 October to 1 November, with Lucy installing/performing her work during the first week of the exhibition.

“It’s a pleasantly nostalgic experience for me to return to the little studio space I once called my own while a resident at Metro Arts,” Lucy says.

“With Observatory Space, I’ll be reconnecting with the unique peculiarities of the gallery space – the circles of light, the angles, shapes and shadows – to reflect on the experience of walking along a road and observing natural phenomena,” she said. 

“I am intrigued by ‘magic realism’ - the term, for me, describes marvellous perceptual experiences (particularly visual) of phenomenon in the natural world, experienced and processed through the contemplation, observation, or chance experience of the sublime in nature.

“For my wall drawing installations, I aim to ‘capitalise on circumstance’ and on the quirks of a particular architectural situation, which involves me drawing directly onto the wall with acrylic paints and incorporating projected images.”

While Lucy’s installations may only exist for fleeting amounts of time in gallery spaces, she is involved in projects where her works stand still. 

Since winning the Fiona Myers Award in 2007, numerous patrons of the arts in Victoria have commissioned Lucy to create her wall drawing installations in their own homes and businesses. 

“I’m engaged in various commissions of these installations in Melbourne, which is a very exciting new pathway for me and my art practice,” Lucy said. 

“What I’m really excited about with my Metro Arts solo exhibition is the freedom it will afford me to truly experiment with my art practice, both the installation and performance elements.  

“It’s also the first time I’m attempting to perform a work in progress.”

In preparing for the exhibition, Lucy has spent months making models of the space, simulating shadows and light angles, taking photographs of natural phenomena, and creating images. 

NOTE: Also exhibiting at Metro Arts Galleries from 15 October to 1 November is motion designer Chris Denaro as part of Metro Arts’ Artistic Program 2008.  

Observatory Space: A Work in Progress
Solo exhibition by Lucy Griggs

Part of Metro Arts Artistic Program 2008

Exhibition: 15 October to 1 November
Work in progress evolving from 15 October to 22 October

Opening: Wednesday 15 October 6pm - 8pm ALL WELCOME

Artist talk: Wednesday 22 October 6pm

Opening hours: Monday to Friday 10am – 4:30pm, Saturday 2pm – 5pm

Metro Arts Galleries, level 2 109 Edward Street Brisbane 

For information: www.metroarts.com.au or phone 07) 3002 7100

Artist Statement

As an artist, I am primarily interested in magic realism whereby the ‘magic’ refers to the mystery of life. The term, for me, describes marvellous perceptual experiences (particularly visual) of phenomenon in the natural world, experienced and processed through the contemplation, observation, or the chance (random) experience of the sublime in nature. 

My aspiration is to filter and absorb magic realism. In terms of my art practice, my perception and experience of the marvellous, whilst observed in reality, is somehow encountered through a prism of imagination and subsequently transformed into something else. This process of metamorphosis forms the basis of or sparks ideas for my art.

Wall Drawings

For my wall drawing installations, I aim to ‘capitalise on circumstance – on the quirks of a particular architectural situation.’ Whilst exploring common themes of magic realism, patterns within nature and narrative, the installations all have the fundamental difference of being born out of the unique peculiarities of an architectural space. For instance, I may combine naturally occurring patterns in nature, such as birds flying in wind circles, with the unique architectural characteristics and subtleties of a space i.e. circles of light, angles, shapes and shadows. In general, I am afforded short periods of time for the installation of these wall works. The works are ephemeral (like fleeting moments) and I wish for the viewers to choose their own destinations in my work. 

