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MEDIA RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Award-winning young Brisbane artist opens first solo exhibition

Dwelling – exploring voyeurism and rituals of inhabiting a new space

11 – 28 June, Metro Arts Galleries

Part of Metro Arts’ Galleries Program 2008

Dwelling

Solo exhibition by Karla Marchesi

(Also exhibiting in Metro Arts Galleries: David M. Thomas, Every Artist is an Institution)
Young Brisbane artist, Karla Marchesi, hasn’t rested on her laurels since she graduated from Queensland College of Art last year with a swag of awards; she opens her first solo exhibition, Dwelling, on 11 June at Metro Arts Galleries.

Working diligently from her studio in Metro Arts’ new Norman Park Substation facility, the talented young artist has created, amongst other works, a large-scale oil painting on silk screen that threatens to dwarf her tiny frame. Departing from her favoured medium of oil on plywood, it is the first time Karla has worked on silk screen as a canvas. 

Dwelling was curated as part of Metro Arts’ Galleries Program 2008 and offers Karla a chance to explore her interest in the relationship between intimate domestic spaces, objects and identity. 
Juxtaposing works of immense and miniature scale, her paintings draw the viewer closer to voyeuristically peer into dark, indistinct exteriors and traverse through intimate interiors in a state of flux – boxes, suitcases and strewn belongings litter the spaces. 

“The relationship between identity and place has become increasingly important in my recent work,” says Karla of Dwelling. “In light of this, I wanted to explore this particular, personally known interior as a portrait.
“Through observing the experiences of the home’s occupant, I became interested in the theme of transitions of occupancy, in particular our individual rituals of unpacking, sorting and personalising new spaces and the significance of what is left behind.”


Karla’s style – which is inspired by 19th Century paintings of interiors and uses the traditional colonial Queenslander as subject - is interesting for such a young soul. 

Karla recalls she was first drawn to 19th Century painting as a young girl, possibly at the first exhibition she ever attended, which was of Paris in the mid-1890s at the Queensland Art Gallery.

“It left a significant impression on me regarding the possibility of painting and I have long since mused to myself that if I was ever to have belonged to another time and place, 19th Century Europe would be my lot.”

Colonial Queenslanders are special to Karla because her grandparents owned such a home, which threw dark shadows archetypal of the strange daytime darkness that fills modified colonial Queenslanders.

Karla remembers her grandparent’s home as a kind of mausoleum of memories, featuring a dining table stacked with standing photo frames, an obsolete fire place adorned with religious icons, disused formal furniture and a glass cabinet filled with crystal wear and trinkets.

“Those items, offset by deep purple and burgundy shadows, has long been striking to me.”
Graduating with a Bachelor of Fine Art with First Class Honours in 2007, her awards at Queensland College of Art included the Art Theory Honours Thesis Prize and the University Medal for Academic Excellence. 

She also won the First Prize 2D Category at the Pine Rivers Art Awards and in 2003 undertook a semester’s study at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in America. Karla’s work was recently acquired by the Moreton Bay Regional Council collection.

Dwelling

Solo exhibition by Karla Marchesi

Gallery 2 

Opening: Wednesday 11 June 6-8pm

Exhibition: 11 – 28 June

Artist Talk: (with Gallery 1 artist: David M. Thomas) Wednesday 18 June 6pm

Metro Arts Galleries Level 2, 109 Edward Street, Brisbane CBD

Gallery hours: 10am – 4:30pm Monday to Friday; 2pm – 5pm Saturday

Information: (07) 3002 7100 or www.metroarts.com.au 

NOTE: Also exhibiting 11 – 28 June, David M. Thomas, Every Artist is an Institution (Gallery 1)

For media interviews, please contact Anthony McCormack, Coordinator Marketing and Communication Metro Arts on (07) 3002 7100 or Anthony@metroarts.com.au
ABN 29 010 100 482  109 Edward Street Brisbane 4000.  GPO Box 24 Brisbane 4001 Australia.
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