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MEDIA RELEASE 
For immediate release 11 february 2008

Hollow crossing – face the killer
Cinematic theatre event: fusing live performance and the big screen
First production for Metro Arts Independents 2008

Horror stories are often scary enough on the big screen but what if they’re unfolding right before your eyes?

This is the question Brisbane-based cinematic theatre company, Markwell Presents, is throwing to its audiences when it opens Hollow Crossing, a psychological thriller, on March 12 for a three-week season at Metro Arts as the first Independents performance for 2008. 

The thrilling cinematic theatre event takes the unique approach of incorporating live theatre on stage with digital projections of cinematic footage shot during a wintry July weekend in the small town of Inglewood, 280 km south-west of Brisbane, in 2007. 

Writer/director Brad Jennings and script editor/producer Steven Maxwell are the creatives behind Markwell Presents and have been working diligently on Hollow Crossing since 2004 to craft a compelling and terrifying theatre experience. 

“With Hollow Crossing, we wanted to explore a niche genre that isn’t usually seen on stage,” Steven says.

“There’s a loyal and well-informed audience attracted to horror films, books and forums, but they don’t have many opportunities to see horror live on stage,” he says.

“We want to produce a live event that creates a state of heightened realism by integrating dramatic visual projections, surround sound and a terrifying suspense-driven narrative.”

The filming at Inglewood involved adventurous all-night shoots with a 15-person crew and assistance from local volunteers to set the scene for ‘Hollow Crossing’, a place with a history of disappearances since its unofficial abandonment in the 60s after an accident. 

Brad worked as artist in residence for the Inglewood Children’s Theatre, hence the strong relationship established with the community to enable filming to occur at ideal locations around the town. 

Brad and Steven have been working together for the past four years full-time writing new theatre stories for production as cinematic theatre events, while also working as artists in residence on more than 21 secondary school productions around Queensland. 

Aside from producing their own plays, including Advanced Screening (originally at Brisbane Powerhouse, 2004 and latest version at Ipswich Civic Hall, 2006), What Simon Said (featuring David Collins at The Loft), and Two Parts (Metro Arts, 2005), their skills in cinematic vision are regularly employed for diverse productions. 

These productions include in 2008, August Moon for Queensland Theatre Company and Sub Con Warrior 2.0 for Zen Zen Zo and in 2006, David Williamson’s play, Strings Under my Fingers, at Noosa Long Weekend festival; Sally McKenzie’s Episodes at both the Brisbane and Melbourne fringe festivals; and La Boite Theatre Company’s Sex Cubed. 
For media interviews, please contact Frances Frangenheim, Manager, Marketing and Communication, Metro Arts on (07) 3002 7100 or frances@metroarts.com.au 

HOLLOW CROSSING

Presented by METRO ARTS and MARKWELL PRESENTS

Performing as part of Metro Arts Independents 2008

12 – 29 March 2008

Tuesday – Saturday 7.30pm 

Preview Tuesday 11 March 7.30pm $12

SUE BENNER THEATRE Metro Arts 109 Edward Street Brisbane
Written and directed by Brad Jennings
Produced by Steven Maxwell

Featuring Sean Dennehy, Callan Knight, Hannah Levien and Jess Loudon

Visual Design by Andrew Martin, Set Design by Kitty Taube, Sound Design by Will Davy, Music by Andrew Turner, Make-Up by Emma Lucas

Supported by La Boite Theatre Company
Tickets: Adults $22 / Concession $18 / Groups 10+ $12 (incl. gst)

Bookings: (07) 3002 7100 or online www.metroarts.com.au

Warning: MA 15+ Strong Violence, Coarse Language, Horror Scenes (in bottom right corner)
SYNOPSIS: 

Hollow Crossing is a place with a history of disappearance and has become an attraction for paranormal enthusiasts and teenage thrill-seekers, curious to know what lies on the other side of the crossing. Cliff and Virginia are journalists for the supernatural magazine Undercover, together they report the stories from the curious few who visit the mysterious region. Late one stormy afternoon as they return from an interview in a nearby town, they turn off the highway and discover the truth behind the legend. 

Hollow Crossing is a cinematic theatre event that creates a state of heightened realism by integrating dramatic visual projections, a surround sound-scape and a terrifying, suspense driven narrative… it is not for the faint of heart.

BIOGRAPHIES

Brad Jennings

Brad has been the Artistic Director of Markwell Presents since 2002 and his primary role is to oversee the creative direction of the company and as director of the productions. His duties include creative development, writing, directing, workshop facilitation, production management, digital video editing and filming. Since 2001, Brad has written and Directed 6 plays all of which have had successful seasons in professional venues in both Townsville and Brisbane. His theatre for young people plays Blowout and Advanced Screening has both been performed by a number of schools and are beginning to sell successfully in schools throughout Queensland. Brad has also worked as cinematic theatre producer and visual designer for La Boite Theatre Company on Sex:Cubed and Strings under my Fingers and has been contracted along with partner Steven Maxwell to create the visual design for Zen Zen Zo’s Sub-Con Warrior 2.0 and QTC’s The August Moon in 2008. 

Steven Maxwell

Steven has been the Creative Producer for Markwell Presents since 2002 and his primary role is to oversee the business direction of the company and as producer of productions. His duties include creative development, writing, production management, marketing and promotion, bookkeeping, grant and proposal management, and networking. Steven has also worked as cinematic theatre producer and visual designer for La Boite Theatre Company on Sex:Cubed and Strings under my Fingers and has been contracted along with partner Brad Jennings to create the visual design for Zen Zen Zo’s Sub-Con Warrior 2.0 and QTC’s The August Moon in 2008. 
Sean Dennehy
Sean Dennehy works as an actor, writer, director, producer and teacher in film, television and theatre. Theatre credits include Micro-Trip (Metro Arts, Independents), An Unexpectedly Mind Boggling Adventure (Backbone/SLQ), For The Birds (Old Fitzroy), Seems Like Yesterday (Kooemba Jdarra), Hamlet (Darlinghurst), Zoo-Illogical (Schnapperhead) and Valley People (MAP) and the upcoming Hollow Crossing (Markwell Presents, Metro Arts, Independents).

His TV acting credits include All Saints, White Collar Blue, Home & Away, Fox Kids and The Team, plus countless TV commercials. He has also directed Micro-Trip; the third series of Valley People at the Judith Wright Centre of Contemporary Art; Mania for the Brisbane Festival Theatre Fringe @ Metro Arts; and The Rise & Fall Of Aturo Ui. Sean also co-wrote An Unexpectedly Mind Boggling Adventure (Backbone/SLQ). He is Artistic Director for “Actors not Waiters” Theatre Company. 

He has written, acted in and produced two award-winning short films it’s hot and sean and has two more in pre-production for 2007. Acting feature film credits include Alien Cargo (U.S.) Streetfighter, Mr Reliable and an upcoming role in the Australian feature The Passage and U.S. Sci-Fi movie GAEA Universe , plus award winning short film projects.

After extensive training in Brisbane, Sydney, London and Los Angeles in Method, (Strasberg and Meisner), Practical Aesthetics and specialist film-work, he now teaches his own “method” at Metro Arts as well as freelancing for Backbone Youth Arts, Academy of Screen Performance, Actors Conservatory, Actors Centre (London) and various regional arts council workshops. Sean also heads a corporate (arts based) team building company and is a member of Biz Arts Makers at Metro Arts.

Hannah Levien

Hannah has worked in Brisbane and Sydney in theatre, film and TV and also as a voice over artist. Her stage credits include The Year Nick McGowan Came To Stay (La Boite Theatre Company), Much Ado About Nothing (Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble), Block n Pop (Ink in the Sky/2High Festival), Centsational Harry (Theatre In Education), The Three Sisters, The Taming of the Shrew, Blackbox Shakespeare and The Grapes of Wrath (USQ Performance Centre). Hannah has also performed playreadings for Queensland Theatre Company and Short and Sweet Festival (Sydney). Her feature film credits include The Horseman, Jack Kain and Sweet F.A. Hannah was a core member of the Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble in 2007, and trained at the University of Southern Queensland (Graduate 2005).

Jess Loudon

Jess has performed extensively in theatre, commercials and film since embarking on her acting career in 2002. Her theatre credits include The John Doe Lesson, The 24 Hour Play Project (Straight Out of Brisbane Festival); Fast Cars Designer Jeans, The Laramie Project (Springboard Theatre Company); Dead She Scrolls (She Said Productions), The Reunion (Metro Independents); Alice; I Want to be in a Jane Austen Novel (Harvest Rain Theatre Company). In 2006, Jess was a Core Ensemble member of the Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble (QSE) and performed as Hermione from The Winter’s Tale in QSE’s critically acclaimed production, Shakespeare’s Briefs or Let’s Kill All the Lawyers, as part of the VIII World Shakespeare Congress. In 2008, Jess will reprise her role of Jane Austen in I Want to be in a Jane Austen Novel, a role which garnered an award for Best Supporting Actress in the 2006 Del Arte Charts Awards. 

Callan Knight

After graduating from James Cook University’s bachelor of theatre-acting in 2005, Callan was awarded a full time contract with Tropic Sun Theatre in which he performed many roles and toured North Queensland with Romeo & Juliet. Other roles include Lennine - of Mice and Men, Bottom – Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Mack – Don’s Party.
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