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New media artist mods seven Michael Jacksons into Paris Hilton’s House

Solo exhibition by Chris Howlett

16 September – 3 October

Part of Metro Arts Galleries Program 2009

Brisbane-based new media artist, Chris Howlett (BARDON), believes you are never too old to play with video games and invites viewers to interact with Flashbacks, opening September 16 at Metro Arts Galleries.

Selected as part of Metro Arts’ Galleries Program 2009, Flashbacks is Howlett’s new solo exhibition of challenging video works and modified video games.

It signals his first solo exhibition in three years since his sound and text exhibition, InOut, at Blindside Artist Run Space in Melbourne where Howlett worked as a curator and committee member. 

He currently lectures at Queensland College of Art and holds a Masters of Fine Arts (2000) from the prestigious California Institute of the Arts in Los Angeles. 

In Flashbacks, Howlett will transform the Metro Arts Galleries into an immersive, interactive gaming space to explore fundamental questions around the way in which new technologies shift cultural and political understandings of our physical and psychological selves.

Through 3D game play with interactive game mods, video projections and paintings, he will investigate concepts of identity, manipulation, metamorphoses and God.

Howlett says the intention is for viewers to engage and interact with the works.

“I hope viewers will be inspired to critically and creatively consider how reality and simulated environments both construct and reconfigure our ideas about the nature of identity,” Howlett says. 

In one work, ‘Michael Jackson 4 ways’, Howlett will immerse the viewer into a physical and virtual world of Paris Hilton’s Hollywood pink mansion where seven different versions of Michael Jackson reside.

Through modifications to the computer game Sims, Howlett’s computer game-based work explores identity and metamorphoses drawing on instances of Michael Jackson proclaiming his innocence and stories from Michael Jackson supporters and his accusers.

Other works in Flashbacks include an interactive game based on a first person shooter, however the essential function of shooting weapons has been disabled. 

In this piece, players are left to navigate with the game controller to uncover Iraq war veterans’ tales of revenge and competing messages of the pro and anti-war movements in America.

Howlett has over ten years experience in the Creative Industries as a contemporary artist and over five years as an interactive designer.

For media interviews, please contact Anthony McCormack, Coordinator Marketing and Communication at anthony@metroarts.com.au or (07) 3002 7100.  
Flashbacks
Solo exhibition by Chris Howlett
Part of Metro Arts Galleries Program 2009
Opening Wednesday 16 September l 6 - 8pm  {  Artist Talk Wednesday 23 September l 6pm  {  Exhibition 16 September to 3 October 
Metro Arts Galleries Level 2, 109 Edward Street, Brisbane  {  Monday to Friday 10am to 4:30pm, Saturday 2 to 5pm 


Flashbacks 
Flashbacks is an exhibition that explores a number of fundamental questions about the ways in which new technologies shift cultural and political understandings of our physical and psychological selves. Through combining 3D game play with interactive game mods, video projections and paintings, these works activate an immersive space from which to critically and creatively consider how reality and simulated environments both construct and reconfigure our ideas about the nature of identity. Flashbacks asks us to reflect on how we function as a society in response to these new spaces of interaction, how we might respond to the political dimensions of these expanded sites of inhabitation, and how they might also represent a more troubling scenario for the possibility of dissent or opposition in our media saturated culture.  

ARTIST BIOGRAPHY
Christopher Howlett has over ten years experience in the Creative Industries as a contemporary artist and over five years as an interactive designer. He completed his First Class Honours in a Bachelor of Visual Arts at Queensland University of Technology (QUT) in 1996. In 1998 he was awarded a scholarship by the South Australian School of Art called the Anne & Gordon International Visual Art Traveling Scholarship to travel to Los Angeles to undergo a Master in Fine Arts at CalArts from 1998-2000. He has participated in the inaugural Arc Biennial: Art, Design and Craft exhibition in Brisbane, shown work in the 12th Inter-Society of Electronic Arts (ISEA) in Helsinki, Finland and Stockholm, participated in the Los Angeles Freewaves 9th Festival of Film, Video and New Media and was a committee member at an artist run space in Melbourne called Blindside Artist Run Space Inc. where he curated Debut III and also exhibited his solo show called INOUT in 2006. He now works and lives in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.
ABN 29 010 100 482  109 Edward Street Brisbane 4000.  GPO Box 24 Brisbane 4001 Australia.
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