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Donna’s Party
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Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts, Brisbane

Presented by Metro Arts and The Writers Foundry

Directed by Simon Brook

A return to David Williamson’s Don’s Party 
defines the new generation

Four Brisbane playwrights have joined forces to produce the next generation’s Don’s Party, exploring the anti-political X and Y generation and their scramble up the corporate ladder. 

Donna’s Party co-writer and director Simon Brook says, “David Williamson’s Don’s Party was an iconoclastic play; it summed up the hopes and dreams of an idealistic generation and exposed their weaknesses and foibles.”

“As we got into writing Donna’s Party it quickly became apparent that compared to the X and Y Generation, the baby boomers were cup cakes. 

“The political landscape of 2004 has completely changed from 1969; it’s become rancorous and nasty but at the same time anti-political and superficial so it’s all about short attention spans and safe economic management. 

“Now throw in drugs and revenge and you have an explosive mix.” 

The four playwrights, Simon Brook, Dan Evans, Felicity Carpenter and Michelle Miall, form The Writers Foundry, which was founded by Brook as part of his PHD into industrial script making. 

His PHD experiment is in gathering small groups of writers, designing and writing scripts in a short time frame and mapping everything out to the nth degree to produce quality new works for the stage and screen.
Brook is exploring this fast-tracked writing process in an attempt to create opportunities for early-career playwrights to gain the necessary writing experience needed to move towards professional productions. 

Brook has worked in the Brisbane and Sydney theatre scene for the past 15 years. 

His produced works include; The Waiting Room at the Metro Arts in May 2004, which then premiered internationally in Williamsburg, Virginia with the Playwright’s Premier Theatre in June 2005. 

Brook also produced Fugue State at the VISY in August 2006, King of Car-tapes, which received a reading at the Manchester exchange theatre, and Winston Rose at the Power house in 2002, and Dog Handler’s Dream as part of the X-perimetro season in 1996.

He was the writer in residence for the Queensland Theatre Company’s Works program for 2004. 

Featuring Davina Darch, Tim Dashwood, Dan Eady, Henna Halonen, Gavin Ingham, Alan Laverty and Megan West

5 – 21 October, Wednesday – Saturday 8pm 

Tickets: $22 Adult/ $18 Conc./ $12 groups of 10+

Bookings: (07) 3002 7100

THE SCRIPT

Donna’s Party asks the question: Do you have what it takes to be the bastard at the top? 

It’s about a group of disgruntled advertising creatives who’ve stalled on the corporate ladder. When their successful—and nominally liberal—boss lambastes the nicest girl in the office, they decide its time to get revenge for all their grievances.

They invite him back to Donna’s house warming party (which just happens to be on the eve of the 2004 election) with a plan: Drug him, take humiliating pictures and use them to climb the corporate ladder and get what they deserve. 

But like the 2004 elections it quickly turns out to be nothing like anyone expected.

BIOGRAPHIES - Writers

Simon Brook – see media release 

Daniel Evans is an avid arts/media worker who has a passionate preoccupation with art and culture: be it in any size, shape, colour or form.  A graduate of Creative Industries at the Queensland University of Technology, majoring in Interdisciplinary studies, Daniel currently works as the Arts Editor for Queensland’s leading street press, SCENE Magazine. In this role he has interviewed and profiled a broad gamut of both local and international arts practitioners, as well as having reviewed countless productions from dance to circus. 

A keen writer, Daniel’s first play ‘Opening A Fuzzwollop’s Frame Of Mind’ received a QTC Young Playwright’s Award and went on to be published by Currency Press. He also moonlights as the Program Officer for the Brisbane Cabaret Festival; a three-day event which gives a platform to cutting-edge cabaret acts from around the globe. 

In his spare time he is a performance studies teacher and aims to empower and liberate young people through theatre. Earlier in 2006 he was one of the judges of the Inaugural Brisbane Festival Theatre Fringe and later this year his play ‘Holy Guacamole’ will be performed as part of Backbone Youth Arts ‘Fragments’ Program.

Felicity Carpenter has a varied background in theatre and television. Qualifications include a Masters degree in Playwrighting, a Bachelor of Arts degree (Creative Writing) and Certificate in Screenwriting (AFTRS). Awards include Runner-up playwright at the Brisbane Underground Festival and she was short listed for the Australian Film Commission’s New Screenwriters’ Initiative for a comedy horror feature film script. 

In 2006 she was awarded development funding through the PFTCs Write Stuff Initiative for her short film script Switching Sides. She recently received a Brisbane City Council Creative Sparks grant for the production of her full length play Getting Betterer All the Time at the Judith Wright Centre in September 2006. 

Productions include Faiths Control (Bugfest), Quick, Decide! (Emerge-ncy Ten Minute Play Festival, Judith Wright Centre) and Ten Minutes Early (Ten by Ten Play Fiesta, Judith Wright Centre). She was Head Writer of the first series of The Valley People the lunchtime live soap opera which was performed over twelve weeks in 2005.  

Other writing experience includes employment with Granada Productions and the PFTC as a scriptwriter on the television series in development IT Girls. 

Michelle Miall has a background in theatre production, administration and publicity, graduating from QUT in 2001 with a BA Honours (Drama) and predominantly working with independent companies deBASE productions in Brisbane and Itchy Feet Theatre Company in London.  

She has worked variously as writer, director, production manager, publicist, administrator, actor, front of house manager, stage manager, teacher and workshop facilitator in Clown, Improvisation and Street Theatre, though her passion lies with writing and directing.  

Previously as writer, she has worked on Warning: Small Parts (Out of the Box Festival, 2001), STATIC (QUT, 2000), Consumed (QUT, 2000) and pieces for Ignations Youth Theatre (2000).  Her directing credits include An Ordinary Day (QUT, 2001), Valerie & Munro (deBASE productions’ Sheilas Shorts Festival 2001) and STATIC (QUT, 2000).  

Since returning from London, Michelle has rejoined the Theatre Arts Network Queensland Management Committee, and recently managed publicity for deBASE productions’ premiere hit The Clown from Snowy River.  Later in 2006 she will be working with Backbone Youth Arts, directing for their Fragments season of plays.  
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