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MEDIA RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Brisbane artist opens solo exhibition and prepares for 

arts residency in Indonesia

11 – 28 June, Metro Arts Galleries

Part of Metro Arts’ Galleries Program 2008

Every Artist is an Institution

Exhibition by David M. Thomas

(Also exhibiting in Metro Arts Galleries: Karla Marchesi, Dwelling)

Brisbane-based artist, David M. Thomas’s exhibition at Metro Arts Galleries in June will serve as the perfect run-up to his Asialink Residency in Indonesia in July.

David’s Every Artist is an Institution exhibition opens Wednesday 11 to 28 June as one of 12 exhibitions curated for Metro Arts’ 2008 Galleries Program and will feature paintings, collage, sculpture and video.

His selection in Metro Arts’ Artistic Program and the Asialink Residency comes off the back of an impressive portfolio.

David has exhibited at Queensland University of Art Museum (Brisbane), Gallery T19 and Akademie der bildenen Kunste (Vienna), Kampnagel K3 (Hamburg) and other commercial and contemporary art spaces in Australia and New Zealand. He was also the co-founder and manager of CBD Gallery (Sydney) and has curated exhibition projects for the Art Gallery of NSW, the Institute of Modern Art (Brisbane) and Canberra Contemporary Art Space.  

His current focus is on his upcoming projects, firstly his three-week Metro Arts exhibition, which includes a 40-minute live collaborative audio and video performance on Friday 13 June.

This collaborative performance, Kronenburg Verses Cronenberg with Rodrigo Novarro, will prepare him for his exciting three-month Asia Link residency in Indonesia, commencing July. There he will work intensively with Indonesian arts-workers and community groups across a variety of platforms.


While his residency will explore how the concept of ‘self’ (a continued interest for David) works in a highly communal culture, his Metro Arts exhibition will explore how self is lost in institutionalised settings. 

“I’m interested how we are so reliant on institutions yet their effects on our selves are so controlling and transforming,” says David.

David experienced the power and juxtaposition of institutions firsthand when he created one as the co-founder and manager of the legendary CBD Gallery in Sydney 15 years ago. For David, this was an interesting inside scoop on how institutions inherently challenge the individual.

Every Artist is an Institution

Exhibition by David M. Thomas

Gallery 1

Opening: Wednesday 11 June 6-8pm

Exhibition: 11 – 28 June

Artist Talk: (with Karla Marchesi) Wednesday 18 June 6pm

Metro Arts Galleries Level 2, 109 Edward Street, Brisbane CBD

Gallery hours: 10am – 4:30pm Monday to Friday; 2pm – 5pm Saturday

Information: (07) 3002 7100 or www.metroarts.com.au 

Note: 

(a) David M. Thomas will also present a performance piece, Kronenburg V Cronenberg, Friday 13 June in the Metro Arts Studio at 7pm.

(b) Also exhibiting 11 – 28 June, Karla Marchesi, Dwelling (Gallery 2)

This exhibition is proudly supported by Metro Arts, Arts Queensland and MAAP-Multimedia Art Asia Pacific. 

For media interviews, please contact Anthony McCormack, Coordinator Marketing and Communication Metro Arts on (07) 3002 7100 or Anthony@metroarts.com.au
ABN 29 010 100 482  109 Edward Street Brisbane 4000.  GPO Box 24 Brisbane 4001 Australia.
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