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MEDIA RELEASE

February, 2010
For immediate release

DOWNSIZE
Group Exhibition Curated by 
Nick Ashby
Metro Arts’ Galleries Program 2010
WED 10 – SAT 27 MARCH 

14 of Brisbane’s most celebrated artists come together to sweat the small stuff
Brisbane visual artist, Nick Ashby has assembled a veritable who’s who of the burgeoning Brisbane art scene to exhibit in the group exhibition, DOWNSIZE, opening March 4 at Metro Arts Galleries.
The group of 14 nationally and internationally acclaimed artists includes; Christopher Bennie, Gordon Craig, Matt Dabrowski and the Many Hands of Glamour, Christian Flynn, Matt Malone, Sebastian Moody, Shaun O'Connor, Pamela See, Elizabeth Shaw, Gabriella Szablewska, Simone Tops, Carl Warner, Brent Wilson and Nick Ashby.
The works for Downsize feature a diverse range of media including cast glass, metalsmithing, painting, printmaking, photography, sculpture and video - creating a massive exhibition that celebrates going small.
People are always looking to downsize – smaller cars, smaller phones, smaller laptops – are they now looking for smaller artwork? 
Nick Ashby has lured back home some of Brisbane’s hottest visual artists, tapping into the strong sense of community within the bright Brisbane visual arts scene.

New York-based artist, Shaun O’Connor, will return home to Brisbane to present his playful works inspired by skateboarding and street culture.
Brisbane-based Gabriella Szablewska has created a strange and fantastic world that exists entirely in a bell jar, inciting thoughts of a god-like existence to the viewer.
Gordon Craig’s inspiration for his small-scale works comes from equally small incidents. His tiny woodblock prints document small events like the overheard phrase “Like an octopus falling from a tree”.
For this exhibition Dabrowski has produced a work called Key Self Portrait. Where we normally find the profile on our keys that matches our own locks, Dabrowski has cut the profile of his face in silhouette
“Working on a smaller scale can have a liberating effect through both the reduced cost of productions but more importantly through the focus and distillation that occurs when working in this pared back form”, says Ashby
WHAT:


DOWNSIZE
EXHIBITION DATES:
WED 10 – SAT 27 MARCH
OFFICIAL OPENING:
WED 10 MARCH @ 6:30PM WITH ARTIST TALK @ 5:30pm
WHERE:

METRO ARTS :: 109 Edward St, Brisbane

INFO:


07 + 3002 7100 :: www.metroarts.com.au
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MEDIA NOTE ::
For further information, images and interview opportunities please contact:

ANTHONY McCORMACK






Coordinator, Marketing & Communication



Anthony@metroarts.com.au / 07 + 3002 7100



SELECTED ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES

Nick Ashby
In 1992 Nick completed a Bachelor of Visual Arts (Fine Art), QCA Griffith University and in 2002 a Master of Visual Arts (research) Queensland College of Art Griffith University. He has had several solo and group exhibitions in public and commercial galleries along the East coast of Australia.


Christopher Bennie
Christopher is a New Zealand born artist currently living and working in Brisbane, Australia. Bennie studied at the Otago School of Art in Dunedin, New Zealand and the Queensland College of Art in Brisbane, graduating with first class honours in 2002. He has held a number of solo exhibitions at ARI’s and University spaces, including Our Communication Recorded, Blindside, Melbourne (2006); New Video: made in China, Queensland College of Art Gallery, Brisbane (2006); and Slower, Institute of Modern Art, Brisbane (2003). Bennie has also participated in many group exhibitions, including the Biennale of Sydney: Revolutions – Forms That Turn online venue (2008); Contemporary Australia: Optimism, Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane (2008); New Work 3, Perth Institute of Contemporary Art, Perth, (2007); and +Plus Factors, Australian Centre of Contemporary Art, Melbourne (2006). He has undertaken a number of residency programs, including the QLD Artworkers Alliance and the State Library of Queensland, Interactive New Media Residency (2007); Transit-Lounge, Berlin (2006); and Shandong College of Art and Design, China (2005). Bennie also initiated and is project director of Moreton Street Spare Room (MSSR) and has received support from the Queensland Government and Brisbane City Council.


Matt Dabrowski
Matt Dabrowski is a practicing artist based in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.

Dabrowski's practice focuses on exploring cross-disciplinary and interstitial arrangements to provide new systems for advancing complex and ambiguous hypotheses. 

Notions such as the human condition, the absurdity of consumer fetishism and environmental responsibility are common themes preferably dealt with a poetic and surreal aesthetic. This is conveyed via site-specific, live and ephemeral events; installation; sound; art objects/ sculpture; photography; artists' books; video; etc.

Process and context are major considerations in the heuristic approach and development of Dabrowski's conveyances, favouring satire, humour and irony to subvert the agencies of the Spectacle. The predominant purpose in creating the work is to alter perspective for shifting popular schemata that dispossess us from meaningful experience, fellowship and social connectedness. His work utilizes authentically crafted or collected materials with an emphasis on collaborative activities that are imbued with a quality of life and activity, which allude to the exuberance naturally occurring in shared space and time.

Recent exhibitions include: 'The Handmaid of the Lord', No Frills* (2009); 'Atomic' Logan Art Gallery (2009), 'Temperature 2', Museum of Brisbane (2009); 'An Abridged History of Western Cinema', MSSR (2009); and 'Freestyle Books' State Library of Queensland (2008). 2009 M.A.V.A. Candidate (Current) Q.C.A. Griffith University, Queensland
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Matt Malone
Matt graduated from The Queensland College of Art Griffith University in 2002 and was selected to show as part of the IMA’s annual ‘Fresh Cut’ exhibition of graduating artists. Matt gained experience in the installation of exhibitions that lead to a curatorial position at the Craft Queensland Gallery and then managed the gallery’s exhibition program before diverting his attention back to his own practice. 
A small solo showing at Alison Kubler and Nadine Cameron’s ‘One Night Only’ in 2007 lead to Matt’s first solo exhibition in a public gallery the following year. ‘On Top’, an exhibition of paintings opened in late 2008 at the Logan Art Gallery. Matt is currently part of the exhibitions team at the University of Queensland Art Museum in Brisbane. In late 2008 founded ‘Old Space’ as an artist run studio and exhibition space. The studio presented two group exhibitions during 2009, ’99 Reasons’ and ‘World’s best practice’ and exhibited the work of 14 artists. ‘Old Space’ aims to present the work of local Brisbane artists in an informal setting that promotes experimental practice outside the constraints of a commercial or public gallery system.
In 2009 Matt presented two solo exhibitions, ‘Logos’ at George Petelin Contemporary Art Projects in Fortitude Valley with David Spooner, and ‘Poetics’ at Flipbook Gallery, West End. In 2010 Matt will exhibit at the Bundaberg Regional Gallery. 








Sebastian Moody
Sebastian Moody was born in Sydney, New South Wales (1979) and moved to Beechmont in the Gold Coast hinterland when he was five years old. He currently lives and works in Brisbane where he has completed a Bachelor of Visual Arts at the Queensland University of Technology (2001) and a Master of Museum Studies at The University of Queensland (2009). Moody is also a member of the artist group The General Will.
Communication is both sanctioned and sanctified in the conceptual art of Sebastian Moody. Placed in situ and out of context, Moody’s work delivers familiar messages about who we are. Central to this, is the question of how we use information to create and share rituals of selfhood.  

Moody’s text works have appeared in swimming pools, personals ads, kitchen splashbacks, coffee, hang gliders and as shopping receipt ‘portraits’; elsewhere, his messages have manifested as idealised physical environments. Recently, Moody applied market research techniques to study focus groups and gain data to inform the creation of a brandless billboard advertisement for This is Now, his contribution to the Next Wave Festival 2008. 

Moody’s projects have appeared at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Splendour in the Grass, Next Wave Festival 2008, Linden Contemporary Art Space, Bundaberg Arts Centre, Queensland Art Gallery, Livid Festival, Kings ARI, Museum of Brisbane, The Goodwill Bridge, The Queensland University of Technology Art Museum and Southbank Parklands.


Shaun O’Connor 
Shaun completed an Honours degree in Visual Arts at the Queensland University of Technology in 2001. In 1999 he was awarded the Churchie Emerging Artist Prize and in 2000 was a finalist in the Lloyd Reese Memorial Youth Art Award. 

In 2003 he completed a three month residency at Stichting Kunst and Complex in Rotterdam, The Netherlands, and in 2004 his work featured in City Views at the Museum of Brisbane.  

Shaun is a founding member of the Brisbane-based Art Collective the General Will who held their first group show at Black Lab Gallery in March 2006. Shaun now lives and works in New York City.
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PAMELA SEE
Pamela See is an Australian artist who practices a contemporary form of papercutting.  She often realises her images in industrial media such as sandblasted glass, acrylic and stainless steel.  Colonisation is a theme central to her pratice.  She explores this issue in its many guises from migration to environmental degradation.  She often uses the introduction of feral flora and fauna as a metaphor for cultural displacement.

Elizabeth Shaw
Elizabeth Shaw's work investigates aspects of societal and cultural values and the meanings associated with objects of material culture. She exhibits regularly and has been the recipient of grants and awards and has served on the boards of state and national arts organisations. Her work is represented in public and private collections. She lectures in Jewellery and Small Objects at the Queensland College of Art Griffith University. 
Gabriella Szablewska
Gabriella Szablewska graduated in 2007 from the Queensland College of Art with a Master of Arts in Visual Art, and in 2008 completed her Honours year, graduating with the grade of First Class. Over the last three years she has been included in Tidal at Redcliffe Regional Gallery, The Graduate Art Show  (formally the Theiss Prize) where she was awarded a ‘Highly Commended’. She was also accepted as a finalist in the 2009 Moreton Bay Regional Art Awards and was awarded a runner up ‘Merit Award’ in the 2D category. She has also recently been selected as a finalist for Redcliffe’s annual acquisitive art award ’15 Artists’. Most recently, her work has been selected for the Williamstown Contemporary Art Prize in Melbourne. Her first collaborative exhibition was held at Flipbook Gallery in 2009, and her first solo show was held in 2008 at the College Gallery in Brisbane. Gabriella currently lives and works in Brisbane.

Carl Warner

Carl Warner was born in Brisbane in 1965, grew up there and has never managed to leave.  His work in lens – based media, however, has been seen throughout Australia and even occasionally overseas. Unable to complete an undergraduate degree due to indifference and a fortuitous car accident he now has a Master of Visual Arts. Carl has been the recipient of arts grants from Arts Queensland and The Australia Council. Exhibiting since 1988 major group exhibitions include Fortitude, Queensland Art Gallery (2000); Minimal, Australian Centre for Photography; The Lake, Taipei Artist Village (2005); Idiosyncrasy , Queensland Centre for Photography (2007); and State we are in (University of Queensland Art Museum (2010).  Some selected solo exhibitions are sense Centre for Contemporary Photography Melbourne (1995); Detritus Milburn Gallery (1997); Under Christine Abrahams Gallery (2002); Under projection IMA (2002); nature is Esa Jaske (2003) nothingtoseehear Christine Abrahams Gallery & Jan Manton Art (2006) and a major survey exhibition and publication at the University of Queensland Art Museum Sensing the surface in 2006.  After a long stint as a troglodyte in a subterranean basement at a major University (unnamed) Carl now works with other artists and arts institutions to help them document, digitise and create artworks.

Brent Wilson

Brent Wilson graduated from the Queensland College of Art with a Bachelor of Fine Art in 2007. Over the last two years he has exhibited in a number of group shows and art prizes including; Winner of the ‘Wilson HTM National Art Prize’, finalist of the ‘Theiss Art Prize’, ‘Churchie National Emerging Art Exhibition’, and ‘The Brisbane Sound’, a collaboration with Jenny Watson at the Institute of Modern Art. Brent currently lives and works in Brisbane.
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Key Self Portrait�Matt Dabrowski, 2010
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