[image: image1.jpg]




[image: image2.jpg]11:59



MEDIA RELEASE

March, 2010
For immediate release

11:59
Solo Exhibition by Courtney Coombs
Metro Arts Galleries Program 2010
WED 7 – SAT 24 APRIL 

What if you could make time stand still?
Courtney Coombs (THE GAP) is a visual artist that’s not that fussed with what’s on the walls of the gallery - she is much more interested in using the gallery space itself as the exhibition material.

In her new site-specific solo exhibition, 11:59 opening April 7 at Metro Arts Galleries, Coombs will explore how viewers engage with the gallery space, creating a rudimentary intervention that aims to stop time in the gallery at 11:59am.
Coombs will essentially move into the gallery for the installation period, engaging and responding to the space armed with her current favourite material - a roll of masking tape.

She will spend this time exploring the space in a playful manner looking to create an experience for the viewer that suspends the gallery in time at 11:59am. 
11:59 is Coombs’ first solo exhibition outside of the artist-run scene and is “excited to make the step up to exhibiting at Metro Arts”.

Courtney is a bit of a mover-and-shaker in the Brisbane artist-run initiative scene as co-director of artist-run initiatives, No Frills* and LEVEL.
LEVEL is a new all-female artist-run initiative Coombs has established with Brisbane visual artists, Rachael Haynes and Alice Lang to explore issues related to gendered visual arts practice.

No Frills*, another all female artist-run initiative, is currently the Metro Arts ARI in Residence presenting an annual program of exhibitions on Level 3 of the Metro Arts building.

WHAT:


11:59
EXHIBITION DATES:
WED 7 – SAT 24 APRIL 
OFFICIAL OPENING:
WED 7 APRIL @ 6:30PM

WHERE:

METRO ARTS :: 109 Edward St, Brisbane

INFO:


07 + 3002 7100 :: www.metroarts.com.au
MEDIA NOTE ::

For further information, images and interview opportunities please contact:

ANTHONY McCORMACK






Coordinator, Marketing & Communication



Anthony@metroarts.com.au / 07 + 3002 7100
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OR

ARIEL BEATTIE

Coordinator, Marketing & Communication (Part time Mon, Wed, Fri)
Ariel@metroarts.com.au / 07 + 3002 7100
ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES


Courtney Coombs
Courtney Coombs is Brisbane based artist, independent curator and Co-Director of the Artist-Run Initiatives, No Frills* and LEVEL. She completed a Bachelor of Visual Arts (First Class Honours) in 2008 and is currently a PhD candidate at Queensland University of Technology (practice-led research). 
Rachael Haynes

Rachael Haynes is a visual artist and writer based in Brisbane, Australia and has recently completed a Doctorate of Philosophy in practice-led research at the Queensland University of Technology with an Australian Postgraduate Award. Rachael has exhibited her work both in Brisbane and interstate, most recently in a solo exhibition la lala la la, held at The Block, Creative Industries Precinct, Queensland University of Technology.  Prizes include the Melville Haysom Memorial Scholarship (Queensland Art Gallery) and the Eddie Hopkins Memorial Drawing Prize (Queensland College of Art). Her writing on art has been published in exhibition catalogues for Metro Arts, The Museum of Brisbane, The Farm Space, Toowoomba Regional Art Gallery, Taipei International Artists Village and journals including Eyeline: Contemporary Visual Arts, Local Art and Photofile: Contemporary Photomedia.  She is currently involved in an artist run initiative - LEVEL, showcasing the work of contemporary female Australian artists.  
Alice Lang
Born in Byron Bay in 1983, Alice Lang is an Australian artist currently based in Brisbane. In 2004, Lang completed her Honours in Visual Arts at Queensland University of Technology and was awarded the Queensland Art Gallery Hobday and Hingston Bursary. Her work was included in Fresh Cut at the Institute of Modern Art in Brisbane and she was artist in residence at Metro Arts, Brisbane in 2005. She was artist in residence at the Klondike Institute for Art and Culture in Dawson City, Canada and was announced winner of the pictures category of the Qantas Spirit of Youth Awards in 2006. In 2008 Lang attended a 2-month residency at the Art Students League of New York in Sparkill, New York. In 2009 she was one of 10 emerging artists selected to take part in the Splendid Arts Lab and was awarded the Queensland Art Gallery Melville Haysom Scholarship. Alice Lang is a founding member and co-director of LEVEL artist-run-initiative.
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