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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Creative Commons inspires Brisbane motion designer’s new exhibition

SOLO EXHIBITION BY CHRIS DENARO

- Metro Arts Artist in Residence -

Exhibition opens 15 October to 1 November 2008

Metro Arts Galleries, 109 Edward Street, Brisbane

Copying or blatantly stealing another’s work has never been looked upon fondly but what if there was a legal way to access other people’s ideas for the sake of art?  

In his new solo exhibition, Shift, opening 15 October at Metro Arts Galleries, Brisbane-based motion designer and lecturer, Chris Denaro, shares his intrigue with the potential of Creative Commons (www.creativecommons.org) – a contemporary global copyright movement to share content responsibly. 

Chris is one of a growing wave of artists keen to harness the creative opportunities made available by Creative Commons licensing. 

At the core of the Creative Commons project is a suite of standardised licenses made freely available to copyright holders, which provide a range of protections and freedoms for their material. Depending on which license a creators uses, Creative Commons can help them make their work available for sharing, adaptation and modification, with certain restrictions. 

Motion graphics (graphic design with motion, for example photography, animations and movies) is an artform perfectly attuned to this type of collaboration as it offers endless potential to build on other designers’ works. 

Creative Commons keeps this process legal by allowing content – in Chris’s case, digital images and digital footage – to be modified and adapted as long as the resulting derivative work is then released in the same manner. 

“Creative Commons is about letting copyright owners make their work more flexible and reasonable in the face of increasing control of our culture and of the content around us,” said Elliott Bledsoe, a project officer with Creative Commons Australia

“For an artist like Chris who is utilising a number of works into his animations, sourcing content he can work with, and clearing the rights associated with that content, the process can be time-consuming and often costly. But with Creative Commons he knows he already has permission within the terms of the license.”

In Shift, Chris’s graphics are created by adapting another artist’s content for use in one of his prototypes; he then releases his prototype for someone else to use, thereby ensuring the works have a life of their own and continue to propagate and grow.

This organic process of creation has in turn influenced Chris’s graphic prototypes, which almost prompt the viewer into a hypnotic state as they use a looping motion based on time-lapse photography to continually adapt and renew themselves, mimicking an organic, generative mode of propagation.

Shift strives to capture and reflect the ambient rhythms of the inner-city landscape and is new work following on from Chris’s recent 2008 exhibitions, including Objects of Desire at Artisan, Creative Commons Salon at the Queensland State Library, and The Vernacular Terrain at iDAP (International Digital Art Projects) in Beijing. 

“Shift is a special solo exhibition for me because so much of my recent research and application – through my Masters degree at QUT, Creative Commons, my artist residencies and national and international exhibitions – has inspired this new work,” Chris says.

Chris’s exhibition is the culmination of his 10-month arts residency at Metro Arts where he has been provided with a private studio to focus his time and energy on creating new work. 

Chris has worked as a digital animator in film, television and games for more than 10 years, exhibiting nationally and internationally, and most recently completing his Masters (Research) degree at QUT in 2007 and currently lecturing at Queensland College of Art. 

Add to his qualifications a Postgraduate Scholarship at the Australian Centre for Interaction Design (2005) and a 3-D Animation Scholarship (1997-98) and you begin to comprehend the depth of this designer’s knowledge.  

Chris completed two residencies in 2007, the first at QUT Creative Industries Precinct as part of iDAP (International Digital Arts Projects) and the second at Brisbane Grammar School. 

NOTE: Also exhibiting at Metro Arts Galleries from 15 October to 1 November is installation artist Lucy Griggs as part of Metro Arts’ Artistic Program 2008.  
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