MEDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 28 August 2008

Australian premiere of Brontë opens at Brisbane’s Metro Arts theatre

Part of Metro Arts Independents 2008; Opens 10 – 27 September

Proudly supported by Brisbane Writers Festival

First London, next stop Australia – a new Brisbane theatre company has secured the rights to present the Australian premiere of Brontë in Metro Arts’ 2008 Independents season, opening 10 to 27 September. 

Since the literary detective story was first performed in London in August 2005, the newly formed ThreeSisters Productions has secured the script rights for Australian audiences and the support of the Brisbane Writers Festival. 

Brontë’s directorial success lies in the extremely capable hands of Sue Rider, past La Boite Artistic Director (1993-2000) and award-winning director, writer, dramaturg, and actor.

Rider expects audiences to be captivated by  “…the way the play takes the Brontës out of the museum and turns them into living, loving, joking, squabbling human beings; the lighting, the music, the costumes, the set, and the transformation of everyday events into a whole other imaginative world.”
The project is dear to Rider’s heart and tugs at her memory strings, as she used to visit the Brontë home in England during the late ‘60s while completing her BA Honours in English Literature at the University of York. 

“When I needed time out from university, I’d travel by train, bus and foot to walk around the Brontës’ house in Haworth, imagining myself as one of them,” says Rider. 

“I’d usually be Emily – her poems and novel, Wuthering Heights, held special attraction for me and, would you believe, my first child was born on Emily’s birthday – 30 July.”

Rider’s directorial work has taken her out of Brisbane in recent years, so Brontë signals a return to her home town theatre scene.

“While I’ve been away, Metro Arts’ reputation has grown as a nurturer of Queensland’s theatre professionals, something dear to my heart, so it felt right to return here,” Rider said.

“I also chose to work with ThreeSisters Productions because they impressed me with their sheer professionalism and passion for the project the moment I met them.

“Everyone is giving their all. It’s been a joy. “

Rider will not only bring great passion and personal connection to the project but also great career experience, having worked in Australia, New Zealand, Vietnam, Nigeria and the UK in opera, mainstream theatre, community theatre, theatre for young people, and theatre in galleries. 

Her guidance is relished by ThreeSisters Productions, consisting of three Brisbane actors and friends – Hannah Levien, Kathryn Marquet, and Rebecca Roberts – who will tackle the roles of the Brontë sisters – Charlotte, Emily and Anne, respectively.

ThreeSisters Productions has appreciated the opportunity to launch their company in such favourable circumstances – working with a director of Rider’s calibre, in Metro Arts’ curated Independents season with a script of such high quality.   

“It was a huge coup for us to get our hands on Brontë and use it to launch ThreeSisters Productions into the Australian independent theatre scene through Metro Arts Independents,” says Levien. 

“Sue has been so supportive, and guided us to rise to the challenge of the female characters; the Brontës are such iconic and heroic female role models,” she said.

“We’re pegging it as a literary detective story, where the power of the imagination haunts and inspires its creators, and triumphs against all odds – emotions and circumstances I think we can all relate to at times.”

The play begins in 1845, as Branwell Brontë returns home in disgrace after being dismissed from his tutoring duties due to a scandalous affair. Plagued by alcohol and drug addiction, he descends into insanity, bringing chaos into the household. 

Meanwhile, his sisters secretly pen extraordinary tales that belie their isolated, reclusive existence. How do women who have never even been kissed create such sensational worlds, where fact and fiction, reality and fantasy collide?

For media interviews, contact Frances Frangenheim 0414 510178 or frances@trillcreative.com 

Note:

Guest speaker Thursday 11 September: Brisbane author Nick Earls will be a guest speaker after the Thursday 11 September performance. All welcome. 
Artist talk Wednesday 17 September: All welcome to an informal chat with independent artists in the theatre, amongst the set, straight after the cast take their final bow. Book online or call (07) 3002 7100.
Brontë
10 – 27 September Every Tuesday 6:30pm, Wednesday to Saturday 7:30pm 

Sue Benner Theatre, Metro Arts 109 Edward Street, Brisbane

Opening Wednesday 10 September 7:30pm

Preview Tuesday 9 September 6:30pm

Tickets: Adults $20/ Concession $16/ Preview  and Groups 10+ $12

Bookings: Book online at www.metroarts.com.au or phone (07) 3002 7100. Tickets also at door but bookings recommended to avoid disappointment 

Written by Polly Teale  

Directed by Sue Rider 

Featuring Kerith Atkinson, Ron Kelly, Hannah Levien, Kathryn Marquet, Rebecca Roberts, and Kevin Spink

Set Design by Kitty Taube 

Costume Design by Carolyn Taylor-Smith 

Lighting Design by Jason Glenwright 

Music Composed by Kylie Morris 

Sound Design by Stephen Brodie

 

CAST AND CREW BIOGRAPHIES

SUE RIDER - Director

Sue Rider is an award-winning director, writer, dramaturg, and actor. She has worked in Australia, New Zealand, Vietnam, Nigeria and the UK in opera, mainstream theatre, community theatre, theatre for young people and theatre in galleries.  From 1980 to 1984 she was founding director of The Acting Company of South Australia, a company dedicated to the provision of quality theatre for young people.  From 1993 to 2000 she was Artistic Director of La Boite Theatre, Brisbane, leading the company with a distinct focus on the development of Queensland artists and the creation of contemporary Australian works.

Sue has received eleven performance writing commissions, including three libretti for youth opera.  She has won Matilda Awards for direction and writing of The Matilda Women (1988) and Dancing on the Walls of Paris (1991) and for her directing work with Queensland Theatre Company, Queensland Performing Arts Trust and La Boite Theatre. In 1998 she was invited to Vietnam to direct with the Ho Chi Minh City Drama Theatre and spoke as an Australian delegate at a cultural forum in Hanoi. She has served as a committee member of the Literature Board of the Australia Council and as a member of the Queensland State Arts Advisory Committee.  In 2003 she was Chair of Magdalena Australia Festival of Women's Theatre and is currently Chair of Backbone Youth Arts Inc. Other writing credits include plays Bumpy Angels (1992), Freedom Ride (1993) with composer Michael Whelan, Federation Ragtime (2001); libretti for youth operas Sid the Serpent Who Wanted to Sing (1976), The Silence Tree (1990) with composer Malcolm Fox; Meeting Karpovsky (2002) created with Helen Moulder and Sir Jon Trimmer (NZ Listener best new play); and Playing Miss Havisham (2006) created with performer Helen Moulder.

Since 2000 Sue's work has included directing Cosi fan tutte (Perform/4MBS Award, two Helpmann nominations), the world premieres of Seeking True South and The Song Bird (Opera Queensland); X-Stacy (Black Swan Theatre Company, Perth); Milo's Wake, Vincent in Brixton (NZ Listener Best Production), The Blonde, The Brunette and the Vengeful Redhead, Long Day’s Journey into Night (NZ Listener Best Production), The Glass Menagerie (Court Theatre, Christchurch); Doubt (Circa Theatre, Wellington); As You Like It (co-direction, Wellington Summer Shakespeare); The Flowering (Blue Moon Theatre); Holy Lies, Unholy Truth (St John’s Cathedral); The Breast Project (JUTE, Cairns); 1975 – A Love Story (Brisbane Canto Coro); Expect Respect, You Can Do It Too (Queensland Arts Council); Medea, The Caucasian Chalk Circle (co-direction, Griffith Uni); Medea (ECU); Blackrock, Blood Wedding (USQ); community performance event Sandy Gallop Dances with the Moon (UQ); The Secret Death of Salvador Dali (co-direction; Best Overall Adelaide Fringe Award; Edinburgh Fringe nomination.)  As director/dramaturg she pursues her interest in the development of new writing through independent projects and working with companies such as JUTE, Cairns. Sue regularly teaches at Griffith University and has been an Adjunct Professor with the University of Queensland School of English, Media Studies and Art History since 2002.

In 2007 Sue completed an Arts Queensland Creative Fellowship during which she researched and wrote The Pink Twins as a stage work and radio play. Both works are in development towards production. In addition this year, Sue has worked on artistic direction of Sol de Otono with Flamenco Fire at QPAC, a remount of Donna Cameron’s The Flowering for Launceston’s Mudlark Theatre and a regional tour of Playing Miss Havisham with Queensland Arts Council.

REBECCA ROBERTS

Co-producer of ThreeSisters Productions and playing the role of Anne Brontë
Rebecca is a 2005 acting graduate from USQ. Since graduating, Rebecca has toured a nation wide children’s show, Sensational Harry, and remounted Idotluvdotu with Queensland Arts Council. Theatre credits include Summer Wonderland (La Boite Theatre), A Man With Five Children (Cement Box), Three Sisters, Taming of the Shrew, The Grapes of Wrath, Blackbox Shakespeare, Cabaret 2004 (USQ) and QMDC’s production, A Clown Show, for regional primary schools in Queensland. Rebecca has also been involved in creative development for plays such as Boganvillia and Rosie Little. Rebecca’s film credits include A Hood in the Woods, and Leader of the Pack. Rebecca also has her basic certification from The Australian Society of Fight Directors. Rebecca was nominated in 2008 for a Matilda award for her work in Summer Wonderland.  

KATHRYN MARQUET 

Co-Producer of ThreeSisters Productions and playing the role of Emily Brontë
Kathryn completed actor training with distinction from the USQ in 2003. Her theatre credits include The Works 2008 (QTC), Jane Eyre (HRTC), Inmates (Springboard/Emerge), Little Women, Two Weeks with the Queen (HRTC), This Way Up (Theatre Anyplace), Into the Woods, The Taming of the Shrew (HRTC), Fly Girl (Metro Staged Readings), Fair Play (Omniax, QAC), Return, Five Women Wearing the Same Dress, The Heidi Chronicles, Cabaret 2002, Les Liaisons Dangereuses, and The Arkansaw Bear (USQ). She has toured South East Queensland with Little Theatre for Children. Kathryn’s film and television credits include Canopy (QPIX), Axed (Human In A Can), Trina (Qld Chaplaincy Board; Strobe Media), Off The Beaten Track (Human In A Can), Annie (QCA), I Can P-Shift Harder (QPIX), Harrisville (Tempo), Fanny Boheme, and Joan Of Arc (Dore).  Kathryn was nominated for Best Female Actor at the 2008 PFTC New Filmmakers Awards for her performance in Annie. Kathryn dabbles in singing, and has her basic certification from The Australian Society of Fight Directors. She is also completing a Master of Arts, majoring in writing (UQ). Kathryn will next appear in Elaine Acworth’s Risk as part of the Metro Independents Program.

HANNAH LEVIEN 

Co-producer ThreeSisters Productions and playing the role of 

Hannah has worked in Brisbane and Sydney in theatre, film and TV and also as a voice over artist. Hannah’s stage credits include The Year Nick McGowan Came to Stay (La Boite Theatre Company), Hollow Crossing (Markwell Presents/ Metro Independents), Much Ado About Nothing (Queensland Shakespeare Ensemble), Block N Pop (Ink in the Sky/2High Festival), Centsational Harry (Theatre In Education), Three Sisters, The Taming of the Shrew, Blackbox Shakespeare and The Grapes of Wrath (all USQ Performance Centre). Her film credits include The Horseman, Jack Kain, Sweet F.A. and Carnies (QPIX), as well as numerous short films and TVCs.  Hannah has also performed playreadings for Queensland Theatre Company and Short and Sweet Festival (Sydney). Training: University of Southern Queensland (Graduate 2005).

KERITH ATKINSON

Kerith graduated from the QUT Academy of the Arts Acting strand in 1998. She is assistant directing Much Ado About Nothing for the 2008 Shakespeare on Oxford festival and her theatre credits include Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, Caucasian Chalk Circle, A Christmas Carol, Vincent in Brixton, The South East Qld Playreading Tour 2005, and The Works 2004 and 2006 (Queensland Theatre Company), Njunjul The Sun (Kooemba Jdarra), Operator (La Boite), Dear Charlotte and Black Christmas (Theatre Activ8), The Crucible (Harvest Rain), Road, Romeo and Juliet, The Cherry Orchard, Boy’s Life, The Rover, Lion In The Streets and Kakos (QUT) and for the 4mbs Classic Players, The Tempest, Prometheus Unbound, the 2006 and 2007 seasons of Amadeus and the 2008 Amadeus Tour of Sydney & Melbourne.

For various independent theatre companies in Brisbane and Sydney: The Heartbreak Kid, LovePuke, Dark Heart, The Ancient Mariner, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Like There’s No Tomorrow. 

Kerith’s film and TV credits include All Saints, Water Rats, Farscape, Girl Clock, Walking Off, as well as commercials, short films, film clips and corporate/educational videos. Kerith has been a proud Equity member since 1998.

KEVIN SPINK 

Kevin studied A-level Theatre and English literature at Upper Avon School in the United Kingdom. Theatre credits: Beautiful (And Moor), The Laramie Project (Forward Movement), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (4MBS Classic Players), Dracula, Romeo and Juliet (Zen Zen Zo), The Full Monty (Likety-Split), Duchess of Malfi (Trocadero Productions), The Tempest (BAT), Flame (Logan City Theatre), 12th Night (Salisbury youth theatre). Film and TV credits: Heartbeat (ITV UK), Mullet Apocalypse, Simon Says, Sweet FA, and Notation (QPIX). Kevin has recently worked with the Restaged Histories Project on the development of a new work. 

RON KELLY  

Credits include: La Boite: Kitchen Diva. QTC: The Works 2 (2007), Regional Playreading Tour (2006), The Works 2004 and Road To The She Devil’s Salon. For Harvest Rain: The Woman In Black, As You Like It, Much Ado About Nothing, Oh What A Lovely War, A Man For All Seasons. The Edge TC: Medea, The Lesson, Shadow of A Gunman. Freewheels (NSW): Medea. Feature film credits: Crooked Business, The Horseman, Swimming Upstream and Waste. TV credits: East of Everything, Blue Heelers, Through My Eyes, S’truth, Medivac, Fire, and Breakaway.  
