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Brisbane artist refines unique four-part painting technique in new exhibition

Solo exhibition by Beth Kennedy

Part of Metro Arts Galleries Program 09

Opens 13 – 30 May, Metro Arts Galleries, Brisbane

www.metroarts.com.au 
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Queensland contemporary artist Beth Kennedy has garnered a strong following nationally with her unique four-part painting technique and presents her new series of emotive paintings, Telling Tales, as part of Metro Arts Galleries Program 2009 from 13 to 30 May. 

Since graduating from the National Institute of the Arts at the Australian National University in Canberra in 2002 and exhibiting extensively, Kennedy has developed and refined a specific four-part process and technique of painting.

Kennedy starts with photographing her model in a room, paying attention to lighting and objects, and then paints small watercolour works on paper from the image. 
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Next, overhead transparencies are made of the watercolours and finally she projects the transparencies onto canvas and paints the projection with acrylics, inks and gouache.  

She explains of the intricate process, “The process allows me to spend time with each image in many forms – in real life, the printed photograph, the watercolour, and finally the projection – before I actually paint it onto canvas. Through this process, the final work, and the story, is informed differentially by each stage.”

The result is beautifully ethereal and emotive and the attention to the balance between figure and background hints at Kennedy’s influences, including Japanese ukiyo-e woodblock prints and the post-impressionist avant-garde Nabis art movement originating in France in the 1890s. 

Kennedy’s overall motivation is storytelling where she strives to express through her paintings emotionally driven narratives about life and relationships, good times and bad.

She explains, “The narratives I paint are my own stories, meshed with the stories of those around me. I believe in the strength and courage that women have, and I’m constantly amazed by the women in my life and the difficult things they’ve worked through. My paintings explore both the search for beauty in life, and the strength and courage that’s needed for this search.”

Kennedy’s work has been sold by Schubert Galleries on the Gold Coast and exhibited in galleries around Australia. It has also been shortlisted in The Churchie emerging art prize (2006), the Sunshine Coast Art Prize (2007), and The Artworkers Award (2007, 2009). Kennedy’s work can be seen online at www.bethkennedy.com.au 

NOTE: Concurrently with Beth Kennedy’s exhibition, minimalist painter P.J. Hickman will open his solo exhibition, Residue, in Gallery 1. 
For media interviews and images, contact Frances Frangenheim on 0414 510178 or frances@trillcreative.com 

Telling Tales by Beth Kennedy

Part of Metro Arts Galleries Program 2009

Exhibition: Wed 13 May 2009 - Sat 30 May 2009

Opening: 6pm-8pm Wed 13 May 2009 – all welcome!

Artist Talk: Wed 20 May 2009 6pm – all welcome!

When: Monday to Friday 10am - 4:30pm; Saturday 2pm - 5pm 

Where: Metro Arts Galleries, Level 2 109 Edward Street, Brisbane

Information: 07) 3002 7100 or visit www.metroarts.com.au
ABN 29 010 100 482  109 Edward Street Brisbane 4000.  GPO Box 24 Brisbane 4001 Australia.
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